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[bookmark: _Hlk192062094]Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 5, 2026 9:00 am
[image: Icon1 Lectionary 14A (Framed)]Welcome to Good Shepherd.
We’re so glad you’re here. Whether you’re seeking, curious, returning, or rooted in faith – you are welcome.
At Good Shepherd, we believe that Jesus Christ calls each one of us by name and leads us with love, grace, and truth. Just as a shepherd gathers all their sheep, we believe Christ embraces all people – no matter your race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, social status, or level of ability.
Here you will find a community shaped by compassion, guided by Scripture, and committed to building the Kingdom of God through justice and equity for all.
There is room in the fold for you.
Welcome home.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING
GATHERING HYMN	O Beautiful for Spacious Skies	   ELW 888
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
source of hope in every nation,
[image: ]rest for the weary,
glory and peace to the ends of the earth.
Amen.
Let us bring every burden to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of all mercy,
we have sinned against you,
our neighbors, and your creation.
Within ourselves and our communities,
our desire to do what is good
is at war with the evil that dwells in us.
We lament the evil that holds us captive.
We repent of the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Rescue us, forgive us, and restore us
for lives of compassion and courage
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.
All-merciful, Almighty God
forgive you all your sins
through the grace of ☩ Jesus Christ,
and by the Spirit’s power
strengthen you in doing what is good.
Amen.


PRAYER OF THE DAY								
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
CHILDREN’S MUSIC	     Send Me, Jesus           	      ELW 549
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SCRIPTURE READINGS
FIRST READING: Zechariah 9:9-12
9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
  Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
 See, your king comes to you;
  triumphant and victorious is he,
 humble and riding on a donkey,
  on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
 10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
  and the war horse from Jerusalem;
 and the battle bow shall be cut off,
  and he shall command peace to the nations;
 his dominion shall be from sea to sea
  and from the River to the ends of the earth.

 11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
  I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
 12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
  today I declare that I will restore to you double.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 145:8-14
8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion,
 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9 LORD, you are good to all,
 and your compassion is over all your works. 
10 All your works shall praise you, O LORD,
 and your faithful ones shall bless you.
11 They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom
 and speak of your power,
12 that all people may know of your power
 and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all ages.
 You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works.
14 The Lord upholds all those who fall
 and lifts up those who are bowed down. 
SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a
15 I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17 But in fact it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 18 For I know that the good does not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the ability. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me.
  21 So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23 but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24 Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25a Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION		                 ELW pg. 171
GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16 “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,
 17 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
18 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19 the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

  25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
  28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
[bookmark: _Hlk97114052]SERMON	(blank space for thoughts, questions, and doodles)





HYMN OF THE DAY	Come to Me, O Weary Traveler	ACS 1017
APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
[image: ]born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
…God of grace.
Hear our prayer.
Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
HOLY COMMUNION
[bookmark: _Hlk94612769]OFFERING In addition to our normal offering, a Special Benevolence in July (collected in a special envelope) will be going to Shirley’s House of Hope.
[bookmark: _Hlk99538147][bookmark: _Hlk97113689]OFFERING SONG                                     Lord of All Hopefulness	ELW 765
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Loving God,
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give our thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
[bookmark: _Hlk219885071]HOLY, HOLY, HOLY	ELW pg. 173
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE	


Page 1
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
you have brought us this far along the way.
In times of bitterness you did not abandon us,
but guided us into the path of love and light.
In every age you sent prophets
to make known your loving will for all humanity.
The cry of the poor has become your own cry;
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire.
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news to the afflicted,
to break bread with the outcast and despised,
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection,
we await the day when Jesus shall return
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death.
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen.
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate,
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world.
Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen.
Amen.
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age,
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection,
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen.

Amen.
[image: ]THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION - Certified gluten-free crackers are in the bowl on the communion plate. 
Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!
HOLY COMMUNION
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We thank you, God of heaven and earth,
that you fill our deepest need
with the very gift of Jesus Christ,
broken and poured out for us.
Pour us out into a broken world.
Channel our common life
toward the common good,
following the way our Savior leads us
now and forever.
Amen.    
SENDING
BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
☩ one God,
bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN	          Lift Every Voice and Sing	ELW 841
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Seek liberty and justice for all.
Thanks be to God.

	Upcoming Worship Assistants

	
	Usher
	Lector
	Communion
	Offering Counters
	Deep Clean

	July 5
	Volunteer Need
	Nancy Tibbett
	Dave & Sue Schraeder
	Dave Schneider
	Dave Schraeder
	Next Deep Clean will be in September.

	July 12
	Rob & Leslie Mader
	Julie Will
	Dan & Pam Mundt
	Robin Beeman
	Sue Schraeder
	

	July
19
	Amanda Leurquin
	Kris Tarter
	Linda Schutte
Ron Rothfusz
	Jon Hill
	David Green
	

	July 26
	Dave & Kami Weis
	Leslie Mader
	Jon Hill 
Nancy Leonard
	Nancy Leonard
	Rob Mader
	


	Coming up at GSLC

	Sunday, July 5
	9:00am
	Sunday Worship Service
· Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
· Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30; The yoke of discipleship

	Monday, July 6
	9:30am
	Executive Committee Meeting

	Tuesday, July 7
	7:00pm
	AA Meeting

	Sunday, July 12
	9:00pm
	Sunday Worship Service (Outdoor)
· Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
· Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23; The parable of the sower and the seed.


Pastor Katie’s Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9am-2pm. Tuesday mornings at Uptown Coffee. Afternoons available by appointment. You are welcome to stop in any time for conversation or concerns.

Due to increasing challenges with the weather and finding volunteers for setup, we will not be having outdoor worship this summer.
There will be fellowship time after worship one Sunday a month. Please sign up on the table in the narthex.
Names on the prayer list default to 6 weeks. If you would like a name to remain on the list longer, please let Pastor Katie know.
Help Wanted
 Volunteers needed to assist with music during services when Pastor Lois is absent.  This would consist of pressing buttons on the keyboard for the recorded songs and playing music from the iPad.  Training will be provided.  Contact the church office.













We are planning one outdoor worship service for July 12th, with brunch and lawn games to follow. All are invited to join for a day of fun and fellowship! There is a sign up sheet in the narthex to bring breakfast items.
[image: ]

[image: ]
Good Shepherd's Green Team would like to make you aware of another recycling opportunity in our community.  See below:
Prevail Bank invites the community to a FREE E-cycling Day at our Marshfield branch. Safely dispose of obsolete electronic items, phones, and cords with a non-landfill company, that is R2v3 and NAID, AAA certified.
All data will be destroyed by First Choice at its secure facility.
[image: 🗂️] What you can bring:
[image: ✔️] CRT & LCD TV / monitors
[image: ✔️] Speakers, Hard Drives, VCR / DVD Players
[image: ✔️] Printers, Laptops, Desktops
[image: ✔️] Phones, Tablets, Keyboards
[image: ✔️] Camera, Radios, Docking Stations
[image: ✔️] Cords and Cables
Not accepted are: bulbs, batteries, appliances, freon appliances, air conditioners, dehumidifiers, hazardous waste, scrap metal, and electronics from businesses.
[image: 💙] Giving back:
Prevail Bank is a community bank that is continuously looking for ways to give back, support those pursuing dreams, and make things better in central Wisconsin.
[image: ♻️] By participating, you’re protecting yourself and the environment.
[image: 📍] Event Details:
Location: Prevail Bank – 810 N. Central Ave., Marshfield, WI 54449
Date: Wednesday, July 22, 2026
Time: 11am - 1pm

[image: ]
Pub Theology is returning for the summer!
1st & 3rd Wednesday June-August
Scotty's Pizza & Chicken
6:00 pm
We are again collaborating with Wesley UMC. Topics each week include: Who is My Neighbor? (7/15), Is Ours the Only Way? (8/5), How Does it End? (8/19)
What is Pub Theology? People have been gathering in pubs and public spaces for ages talking about life, philosophy, faith, and deep questions of meaning. Increasingly, people all over are rediscovering the pub as a safe, open space where they can explore and express their own doubts and questions, learn from others, and engage people of varying religious traditions. In our increasingly fractured society, these spaces are not only welcome but needed.
Bring your questions and curiosity, and pull up a chair.
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