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[bookmark: _Hlk192062094]Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 10, 2026 9:00 am
[image: ]Welcome to Good Shepherd.
We’re so glad you’re here. Whether you’re seeking, curious, returning, or rooted in faith – you are welcome.
At Good Shepherd, we believe that Jesus Christ calls each one of us by name and leads us with love, grace, and truth. Just as a shepherd gathers all their sheep, we believe Christ embraces all people – no matter your race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, social status, or level of ability.
Here you will find a community shaped by compassion, guided by Scripture, and committed to building the Kingdom of God through justice and equity for all.
There is room in the fold for you.
Welcome home.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING
GATHERING HYMN	             Oh, Sing to the Lord	   	ELW 822
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
Amen.
[image: ]Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.
Merciful God,
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation:
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.
We thank you for the waters that nourish us.
Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys.
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.
Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.
Fill us with the breath of peace.
Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY								
Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
CHILDREN’S MUSIC	                Breathe on Us, Breath of God	      ACS 941
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SCRIPTURE READINGS
FIRST READING: Acts 17:22-31
22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely spiritual you are in every way. 23 For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27 so that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28 For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,
 ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’
29 “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30 While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 66:8-20
8 Bless our God, you peoples;
 let the sound of praise be heard.
9 Our God has kept us among the living
 and has not allowed our feet to slip. 
10 For you, O God, have tested us;
 you have tried us just as silver is tried.
11 You brought us into the net;
 you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.
12 You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water,
 but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.
13 I will enter your house with burnt offerings
 and will pay you my vows—
14 those that I promised with my lips
 and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble.
15 I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams;
 I will give you oxen and goats. 
16 Come and listen, all you who believe,
 and I will tell you what God has done for me.
17 I called out to God with my mouth,
 and praised the Lord with my tongue.
18 If I had cherished evil in my heart,
 the Lord would not have heard me;
19 but in truth God has heard me
 and has attended to the sound of my prayer.
20 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer,
 nor withheld unfailing love from me. 
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:13-22
13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14 But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15 but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you, 16 yet do it with gentleness and respect. Maintain a good conscience so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20 who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight lives, were saved through water. 21 And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION		                 ACS pg. 33
GOSPEL: John 14:15-21
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him because he abides with you, and he will be in you.
  18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while t he world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
[bookmark: _Hlk97114052]SERMON	(blank space for thoughts, questions, and doodles)








HYMN OF THE DAY	Love Divine, All Loves Excelling	ELW 631
[image: ]APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
…Merciful God.
Receive our prayer.
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
HOLY COMMUNION
[bookmark: _Hlk94612769]OFFERING In addition to our normal offering, a Special Benevolence in May (collected in a special envelope) will be going to The Ronald McDonald House.
[bookmark: _Hlk99538147][bookmark: _Hlk97113689]OFFERING SONG                              Children of the Heavenly Father	ELW 781	
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Merciful God,
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,
that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love.
In the name of Jesus,
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give our thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
[bookmark: _Hlk219885071]HOLY, HOLY, HOLY	ACS pg. 36
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE	
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Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
Amen.


THE LORD’S PRAYER
[image: ]Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION - Certified gluten-free crackers are in the bowl on the communion plate. 
Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.
HOLY COMMUNION




PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Holy One,
through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,
to love our enemies,
and to bring your healing to the nations.
In the name of Jesus,
Amen.    
SENDING
BLESSING
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN	          Faith of Our Fathers	ELW 813
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
	Upcoming Worship Assistants

	
	Usher
	Lector
	Communion
	Offering Counters
	Deep Clean

	May 10
	Andrea Hovick
	Shelly Schneider 
	Matt & Margo Berrier
	Pam Mundt
	Margo Berrier
	Next Deep Clean Scheduled in June

	May 17
	Ron Rothfusz
	Kris Tarter
	Dave & Sue Schraeder
	Dave Schneider
	Dave Schraeder
	

	May 24
	Dennis & Linda Schutte
	Laurel Peterson
	Sarah Kopitzke Nancy Leonard
	Robin Beeman
	Sue Schraeder
	

	May 31
	Jeff & Julie Will
	Tammy Neumann
	Dan & Pam Mundt
	Jon Hill
	David Green
	


Pastor Katie’s Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9am-2pm. Tuesday mornings at Uptown Coffee. Afternoons available by appointment. You are welcome to stop in any time for conversation or concerns.

	Coming up at GSLC

	Sunday, May 10
	9:00am
	Sunday Worship Service
· Sixth Sunday of Easter
· John 14:15-21; Christ our advocate

	Monday, May 11
	6:30pm
	Council Meeting

	Tuesday, May 12
	7:00pm
	AA Meeting

	Sunday, May 17
	9:00am
	Sunday Worship Service
· Seventh Sunday of Easter
· John 17:1-11; Christ’s prayer for his disciples

	
	10:00am
	Council Election Meeting




There will be fellowship time after worship one Sunday a month. Please sign up on the table in the narthex.
Names on the prayer list now default to 6 weeks. If you would like a name to remain on the list longer, please let Pastor Katie know.

There will be fellowship time after worship one Sunday a month. Please sign up on the table in the narthex.


Help Wanted
 Volunteers needed to assist with music during services when Pastor Lois is absent.  This would consist of pressing buttons on the keyboard for the recorded songs and playing music from the iPad.  Training will be provided.  Contact the church office.


Pastor Katie will be out of the office May 11th- May 17th 






Wood County Clean Sweep
Marshfield Ag Research Station 2615 Yellowstone Drive, Marshfield
Saturday May 30, 8 am-noon
This event makes it easy for Wood County residents and producers to safely get rid of their unwanted household and agricultural hazardous waste. Hand over these materials to the experts for proper disposal, free of charge!
To know before you go:
- No mystery cans! Everything must be labeled or easily identified.
- Secure container lids and transport materials upright.
- Materials may be refused if the waste contractor cannot dispose of it or if costs are excessive.



There will be a council election meeting after worship on May 17th. Thank you to the nominating committee for their work.
Ministry council position nominees: 			
1. President: Jon Hill
2. Vice President: Shelly Schneider
3. Property: Bruce Tibbett
4. Stewardship: Sarah Kopitzke 







[bookmark: _Hlk178060184]
The RIC team asks you to check out the Community Care Bulletin Board located in the church narthex!
Based on the passage: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” – Mark 12:31 we invite the congregation to journey together and share reflections as we post 2 prompts every 2 weeks on how to find small, meaningful ways to connect with someone around you — through listening, encouragement, service, or presence.
 
***Every 2 weeks RIC will post 2 new prompts on the bulletin board and in the Newsletter until we have completed about 30 prompts in all.
*** After completing one or both prompts every 2 weeks, we invite you to share what you noticed/learned or how it made you feel by writing it on post-it notes and adding them to the Bulletin Board.
*** Our goal is to fill up the bulletin board with all your reflections and bring our community closer every day!
 
Prompts for the first 2 weeks are:
1. Spend time praying for your neighbors by name. Ask God to show you where love and care are most needed.
2. Call or message one person you haven’t spoken with in a while. Simply ask, “How are you really doing?”
As always if you have any questions or want to talk, please reach out to any of our RIC core team: Kris Tarter: 715-207-9759, Jeff Veers: 715-316-2098, Shelly Schneider: 414-858-6026 and Rick Kopitzke:
715-570-4190


Congratulations to the GSLC High School Gratuates
& College Graduates 2026

[image: ]

Devin Weis 
[image: ]Graduate of Marshfield High School. She is planning to attend University of Minnesota.





[image: ]
Erin Rickinger
[image: ]Graduate of Marshfield High School. She is planning to attend University of Wisconsin-Stout in the fall to major in film studies.







[image: ]
Maria Stuttgen
Graduated from UW-Eau Claire in December with a degree in elementary 
[image: ]education.
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