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[image: ]Welcome to Good Shepherd.
We’re so glad you’re here. Whether you’re seeking, curious, returning, or rooted in faith – you are welcome.
At Good Shepherd, we believe that Jesus Christ calls each one of us by name and leads us with love, grace, and truth. Just as a shepherd gathers all their sheep, we believe Christ embraces all people – no matter your race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, social status, or level of ability.
Here you will find a community shaped by compassion, guided by Scripture, and committed to building the Kingdom of God through justice and equity for all.
There is room in the fold for you.
Welcome home.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING
GATHERING HYMN	             Making Their Way	   	ACS 979
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
Amen.
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.
[image: ]Merciful God,
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation:
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.
We thank you for the waters that nourish us.
Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness
who accompanies us on our journeys.
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.
Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.
Fill us with the breath of peace.
Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY								
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
CHILDREN’S MUSIC	                Breathe on Us, Breath of God	      ACS 941
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SCRIPTURE READINGS
FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60
55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
1 In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
 deliver me in your righteousness.
2 Incline your ear to me;
 make haste to deliver me.
3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag | and my stronghold;
 for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.
4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,
 for you are my tower of strength. 
5 Into your hands I commend my spirit,
 for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.
15 My times are in your hand;
 rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
16 Let your face shine upon your servant;
 save me in your steadfast love.” 
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation—3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
  4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5 like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture:
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone,
  a cornerstone chosen and precious,
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
7 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,
 “The stone that the builders rejected
  has become the very head of the corner,”
8 and
 “A stone that makes them stumble
  and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
  9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
 10 Once you were not a people,
  but now you are God’s people;
 once you had not received mercy,
  but now you have received mercy.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION		                 ACS pg. 33
GOSPEL: John 14:1-14
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”
  8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
[bookmark: _Hlk97114052]SERMON	(blank space for thoughts, questions, and doodles)





HYMN OF THE DAY	I Know That My Redeemer Lives! (v.1,3-5,7)	ELW 619
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM & CONFIRMATION
Confirmation Class of 2026
Charlie Stefanski, John 3:16, For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
Danielle Stuttgen, Joshua 1:9, I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.
(The Confirmation youth gather at the Baptismal font)
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these confirmands, one with us in the body of Christ, who are making public affirmation of their baptism.

Let us pray.
Merciful God, we thank you for Charlie and Danielle,
whom you have made your own by water and the Word in baptism.
You have called them to yourself,
enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit,
and nourished them in the community of faith.
Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism,
and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth.
We ask this in the name of Christ.
Amen.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, 
and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
[image: Text

Description automatically generated]Confirmands: I renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Confirmands: I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Confirmands: I renounce them.
People of God, I ask you to profess together the faith we share. 
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.





AFFIRMATION
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the 
covenant God made with you in holy baptism:
to live among God’s faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
Confirmands: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
People of God, do you promise to support Charlie and Danielle, and pray
for them in their life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit, you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.
(Confirmation youth, parents and sponsors gather at the altar for the blessing)
Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in _____ the gift of your Holy Spirit; confirm his/her faith, guide his/her life, empower him/her in his/her serving, give him/her patience in suffering, and bring him/her to everlasting life.
Amen.
Let us rejoice with our siblings in Christ.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.
Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
[image: ]PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
…Merciful God.
Receive our prayer.
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
HOLY COMMUNION
[bookmark: _Hlk94612769]OFFERING In addition to our normal offering, a Special Benevolence in May (collected in a special envelope) will be going to The Ronald McDonald House.
[bookmark: _Hlk99538147][bookmark: _Hlk97113689]OFFERING SONG                              Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death	ELW 452
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Merciful God,
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,
that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love.
In the name of Jesus,
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give our thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
[bookmark: _Hlk219885071]HOLY, HOLY, HOLY	ACS pg. 36
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE	


Page 1
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
Amen.


THE LORD’S PRAYER
[image: ]Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.


INVITATION TO COMMUNION - Certified gluten-free crackers are in the bowl on the communion plate. 
Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.
HOLY COMMUNION
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Holy One,
through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,
to love our enemies,
and to bring your healing to the nations.
In the name of Jesus,
Amen.    
SENDING
BLESSING
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN	          Glory to the Love
	Refrain
Glory to the Love, Glory to the Life. Glory to the Child of Light.
From heaven to earth across the universe glory to the peace of Christ.

	1. Moving, reaching into our lives,
seeds of promise stirring inside. Refrain
	

	2. Teaching, healing, seeking the lost,
turning tables, bearing the cross. Refrain
	

	3. Guiding Spirit open us wide 
to see Christ in each other’s eyes. Refrain
	


Peterson/Olson Text: © 2006,  Dakota Road Music
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!


	Upcoming Worship Assistants

	
	Usher
	Lector
	Communion
	Offering Counters
	Deep Clean

	May 3
	John & Jennifer Rickinger
	Chris Tipping
	Bob & Laurel Peterson
	Dan Mundt
	Bob Peterson
	Next Deep Clean Scheduled in June

	May 10
	Dennis & Linda Schutte
	Shelly Schneider 
	Matt & Margo Berrier
	Pam Mundt
	Margo Berrier
	

	May 17
	Ron Rothfusz
	Kris Tarter
	Dave & Sue Schraeder
	Dave Schneider
	Dave Schraeder
	

	May 24
	Andrea Hovick
	Laurel Peterson
	Sarah Kopitzke Nancy Leonard
	Robin Beeman
	Sue Schraeder
	



	Coming up at GSLC

	Sunday, May 3

	9:00am
	Sunday Worship Service: Sunday School
· Fifth Sunday of Easter
· John 14:1-14; Christ the way, truth, and life
· Confirmation Sunday

	
	10:00am
	Bible Study-Making Sense of the Christian Faith session 8

	Tuesday, May 5
	7:00pm
	AA Meeting

	Wednesday, May 6
	11:00am
	Executive Committee

	Thursday, May 7
	11:00am
	Purple Angels

	Sunday, May 10
	9:00am
	Sunday Worship Service
· Sixth Sunday of Easter
· John 14:15-21; Christ our advocate


Pastor Katie’s Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9am-2pm. Tuesday mornings at Uptown Coffee. Afternoons available by appointment. You are welcome to stop in any time for conversation or concerns.



Names on the prayer list now default to 6 weeks. If you would like a name to remain on the list longer, please let Pastor Katie know.
An 8 week Bible Study titled Making Sense of the Christian Faith is meeting after worship. Participant books are available on the counter in the narthex.



Bishop Martin Halom will be at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Medford on May 3rd for Dish with the Bish, an evening of fellowship, service project, and Q&A time. More info and a link to RSVP can be found in the newsletter. All are encouraged to participate![image: A cartoon logo with a cartoon character  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Help Wanted
 Volunteers needed to assist with music during services when Pastor Lois is absent.  This would consist of pressing buttons on the keyboard for the recorded songs and playing music from the iPad.  Training will be provided.  Contact the church office.



There will be fellowship time after worship one Sunday a month. Please sign up on the table in the narthex.





Wood County Clean Sweep
Marshfield Ag Research Station 2615 Yellowstone Drive, Marshfield
Saturday May 30, 8 am-noon
This event makes it easy for Wood County residents and producers to safely get rid of their unwanted household and agricultural hazardous waste. Hand over these materials to the experts for proper disposal, free of charge!
To know before you go:
- No mystery cans! Everything must be labeled or easily identified.
- Secure container lids and transport materials upright.
- Materials may be refused if the waste contractor cannot dispose of it or if costs are excessive.







Message from the Green Team
As we celebrate Earth Day and Arbor Day, Good Shepherd's Green Team would like to invite you to consider upcoming shredding and recycling events in our community:
Free Community Shred Day at Prevail Bank
[image: 💙] Giving back:
Prevail Bank will donate $1 for every pound of paper shredded, up to $1,000, to Personal Development Center (PDC) of Marshfield.
[image: ♻️] By participating, you’re protecting yourself, helping the planet, and supporting a cause that matters locally.
[image: 📦] Good to know:
• Up to 3 boxes of paper are shredded for free, no plastic cards, JUST PAPER ITEMS
• A $5/box donation is encouraged for more than 3 boxes
• Monetary donations collected go directly to Personal Development Center of Marshfield.
[image: 📍] Event Details:
Location: Prevail Bank – 810 N. Central Ave. Marshfield WI 54449
Date: Thursday, May 7, 2026
Time: 10 AM - 2 PM
*Marshfield Utilities Residential Recycling Event- Wednesday, June 3, 2- 6 pm
See posted flyer at church or Marshfield Utilities newsletter. 
*We also are looking for any interested parties to help take care of the two community garden plots that we have, located in the Good Shepherd lower lot.  Weeks are rotated among the group and duties would include weeding and watering during your assigned week, and helping plant at beginning of the season and helping clean up at the end.  Contact church office if interested. 




The RIC team asks you to check out the Community Care Bulletin Board located in the church narthex!
Based on the passage: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” – Mark 12:31 we invite the congregation to journey together and share reflections as we post 2 prompts every 2 weeks on how to find small, meaningful ways to connect with someone around you — through listening, encouragement, service, or presence.
 
***Every 2 weeks RIC will post 2 new prompts on the bulletin board and in the Newsletter until we have completed about 30 prompts in all.
*** After completing one or both prompts every 2 weeks, we invite you to share what you noticed/learned or how it made you feel by writing it on post-it notes and adding them to the Bulletin Board.
*** Our goal is to fill up the bulletin board with all your reflections and bring our community closer every day!
 
Prompts for the first 2 weeks are:
1. Spend time praying for your neighbors by name. Ask God to show you where love and care are most needed.
2. Call or message one person you haven’t spoken with in a while. Simply ask, “How are you really doing?”
As always if you have any questions or want to talk, please reach out to any of our RIC core team: Kris Tarter: 715-207-9759, Jeff Veers: 715-316-2098, Shelly Schneider: 414-858-6026 and Rick Kopitzke:
715-570-4190
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