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[bookmark: _Hlk192062094]Second Sunday in Lent
March 1, 2026 9:00 am
[image: Icon1 Lent 2A (Framed)]Welcome to Good Shepherd.
We’re so glad you’re here. Whether you’re seeking, curious, returning, or rooted in faith – you are welcome.
At Good Shepherd, we believe that Jesus Christ calls each one of us by name and leads us with love, grace, and truth. Just as a shepherd gathers all their sheep, we believe Christ embraces all people – no matter your race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, social status, or level of ability.
Here you will find a community shaped by compassion, guided by Scripture, and committed to building the Kingdom of God through justice and equity for all.
There is room in the fold for you.
Welcome home.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING
GATHERING HYMN	      Lift High the Cross	   ELW 660
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
[image: ]whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt
and blots out all offenses.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For failing to recognize your coming reign,
and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,
and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For disregarding voices from the margin,
and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,
and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:
Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.
[image: ]Through faith, the free gift of God,
you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead
dwells in you,
pours God’s love into your hearts,
and gives you life and peace.
Amen.
KYRIE	ACS pg. 31
GLORY TO GOD	ACS pg. 31
PRAYER OF THE DAY								
O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
CHILDREN’S MUSIC	                Christ, Our Peace	      ACS 1037
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SCRIPTURE READINGS
FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-4a
1 The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
  4a So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 121
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills;
 from where is my help to come?
2 My help comes from the LORD,
 the maker of heaven and earth.
3 The LORD will not let your foot be moved
 nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.
4 Behold, the keeper of Israel
 will neither slumber nor sleep; 
5 the LORD watches over you;
 the LORD is your shade at your right hand;
6 the sun will not strike you by day,
 nor the moon by night.
7 The LORD will preserve you from all evil
 and will keep your life.
8 The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in,
 from this time forth forevermore. 


SECOND READING Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
1 What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 4 Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 5 But to one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.
  13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there transgression.
  16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION		                 ACS pg. 34
GOSPEL: John 3:1-17
1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?
  11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
  16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
  17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that the world might be saved through him.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
[bookmark: _Hlk97114052]SERMON	(blank space for thoughts, questions, and doodles)




HYMN OF THE DAY	I Want Jesus to Walk with Me	ELW 325
APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
…Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
HOLY COMMUNION
[bookmark: _Hlk94612769]OFFERING In addition to our normal offering, a Special Benevolence in March (collected in a special envelope) will be going to Neighbor to Neighbor.
[bookmark: _Hlk99538147][bookmark: _Hlk97113689]OFFERING SONG                                     Baptized and Set Free	ELW 453
[image: ]OFFERTORY PRAYER
O God, maker of heaven and earth,
your steadfast love embraces all creation.
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty.
Through these gifts of bread and wine,
draw us into the death and life of your Son,
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give our thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
[bookmark: _Hlk219885071]HOLY, HOLY, HOLY	ACS pg. 36



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE	


Page 1
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
[image: ]Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION - Certified gluten-free crackers are in the bowl on the communion plate. 
Come to the table.
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.
HOLY COMMUNION






[image: ]PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God of our salvation,
we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,
may we become Christ’s body in the world,
bearing witness to your love for all creation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.    
SENDING
BLESSING
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:
God, who calls all things into existence,
Jesus Christ, who redeems us,
and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,
☩ bless you now and always.
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN	              When I Survey the Wondrous Cross	ELW 803
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Believe the good news.
	Upcoming Worship Assistants

	
	Usher
	Lector
	Communion
	Offering Counters
	Deep Clean

	March 1
	Charles & Mary Schlafke
	Chris Tipping
	Andrea Hovick
Sarah Kopitzke
	Nancy Leonard
	Rob Mader
	March:
John & Jane Wagner
Laurel Peterson
Leslie Mader

	March 8
	Dave & Kami Weis
	Tammy Neumann
	Bruce & Nancy Tibbett
	Kami Weis 
	Bruce Tibbett
	

	March 15
	Matt & Margo Berrier
	Amanda Leurquin
	Dave & Shelly Schneider
	Dan Mundt
	Bob Peterson
	

	March 22
	Jon & May Hill
	Shelly Schneider
	Ron Rothfusz
Andrea Hovick
	Pam Mundt
	Margo Berrier
	


Thanks be to God.
	Coming up at GSLC

	Sunday, March 1
	9:00am
	Sunday Worship Service – Sunday School
· Second Sunday in Lent
· John 3:1-17; The mission of Christ: to save the world

	
	10:00am
	Bible Study-Making Sense of the Christian Faith session 3

	Tuesday, Match 3
	7:00pm 
	AA Meeting

	Wednesday, March 4
	11:00am
	Executive Committee

	
	6:00pm
	Bread & Broth

	
	7:00pm
	Midweek Worship
Confirmation

	Thursday, March 5
	11:00am
	Purple Angels

	Sunday, March 8
	9:00am
	Sunday Worship Service
· Third Sunday in Lent
· John 4:5-42; Baptismal image: the woman at the well

	
	10:00am
	Bible Study-Making Sense of the Christian Faith session 4



Pastor Katie’s Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9am-2pm. Tuesday mornings at Uptown Coffee. Afternoons available by appointment. You are welcome to stop in any time for conversation or concerns.

Names on the prayer list now default to 6 weeks. If you would like a name to remain on the list longer, please let Pastor Katie know.

There will be fellowship time after worship one Sunday a month. Please sign up on the table in the narthex.


Altar care will be purchasing plants for our annual Easter Garden. If you would like to donate, there are forms on the table in the narthex that you can fill out and return.
Good Shepherd's Green Team is excited to announce our first Winter Book Club! The book is "How to Give Up Plastic" with discussions on Monday March 30 and Monday April 27. All at 7 pm in the fireplace room. The Marshfield library has access to obtain up to 15 copies of each book (if they are available). Please join us on one date or all dates. We are excited for winter fellowship and good discussion on important topics. The second book will coincide with Earth Day 2026 on April 22. The theme is Our Power, Our Planet, with one of the focuses on Planet versus Plastics. All are welcome! Bring a friend!
Help Wanted
Volunteers needed to assist with streaming Sunday worship. Training and written instructions provided.
[image: A group of hands with hearts in the shape of a heart  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
We are seeking two people to attend the Synod Assembly on Saturday, April 25th in Rice Lake. The synod specifies each congregation needs to send one male and one female voting delegate. If you would be willing to participate, please talk to Pastor Katie or a member of the council.
An 8 week Bible Study titled Making Sense of the Christian Faith begins on February 15 after worship. Participant books are available on the counter in the narthex.

We need two people willing to serve on the nominating committee. This is a short-term commitment to identify possible candidates to fill council positions. If you are willing to serve, please talk to Pastor Katie, or a member of the council.

Midweek worship and Bread and Broth is back for Lent. Bread and Broth begins at 6 pm, followed by worship at 7 pm. A sign up sheet is available on the table in the narthex to make sure we have enough soup, bread, and dessert each week.
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blanket to sit on
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