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[bookmark: _Hlk192062094]Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
January 25, 2026 9:00 am
[image: ]Welcome to Good Shepherd.
We’re so glad you’re here. Whether you’re seeking, curious, returning, or rooted in faith – you are welcome.
At Good Shepherd, we believe that Jesus Christ calls each one of us by name and leads us with love, grace, and truth. Just as a shepherd gathers all their sheep, we believe Christ embraces all people – no matter your race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, social status, or level of ability.
Here you will find a community shaped by compassion, guided by Scripture, and committed to building the Kingdom of God through justice and equity for all.
There is room in the fold for you.
Welcome home.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING
GATHERING HYMN	           Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table	   ACS 977		   
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the Creator of heaven and earth,
the Word who spoke life into being,
the Wind stirring the waters.
[image: ]Amen.
Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Mighty God, lover of justice,
you call us to life in community,
but we have served our own interests
at the expense of our neighbors.
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words,
but our hearts are far from you.
Turn us to seek your face.
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,
that we may do justice, love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.

The former things have passed away,
and new things God now declares:
Like a spring of water that never fails,
God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,
and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name.
May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,
and bless you with the gift of peace.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY								
Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
CHILDREN’S MUSIC	                 Jesus Loves Me! (v.1)	       ELW 595
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SCRIPTURE READINGS
FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8
1 Hear what the Lord says:
 Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
 and let the hills hear your voice.
2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord,
 and you enduring foundations of the earth,
for the Lord has a case against his people,
 and he will contend with Israel.
3 “O my people, what have I done to you?
 In what have I wearied you? Answer me!
4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
 and I sent before you Moses,
 Aaron, and Miriam.
5 O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
 what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
 that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.”
6 “With what shall I come before the Lord and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
 with calves a year old?
7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
 with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
 the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good,
 and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice and to love kindness
 and to walk humbly with your God?
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 15
1 LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle?
 Who may abide upon your holy hill?
2 Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,
 who speak the truth from their heart; 
3 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;
 they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.
4 In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the LORD.
 They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word.
5 They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the innocent.
 Those who do these things shall never be overthrown. 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written,
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.
  26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to abolish things that are, 29 so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 30 In contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION		                 ELW pg. 188
GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12
1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying:
  3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
  4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
  5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
  6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
  7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
  8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
  9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
  10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,
         for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
  11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
[bookmark: _Hlk97114052]SERMON	(blank space for thoughts, questions, and doodles)






HYMN OF THE DAY	     Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us	ELW 707
APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
…Merciful God,
Receive our prayer.
Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
HOLY COMMUNION
[bookmark: _Hlk94612769]OFFERING In addition to our normal offering, a Special Benevolence in February (collected in a special envelope) will be going to Companion Day Services.
[bookmark: _Hlk99538147][bookmark: _Hlk97113689]OFFERING SONG                           Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart	
	Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One,
give thanks because he's given Jesus Christ, his Son.
Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One,
give thanks because he's given Jesus Christ, his Son.
	

	And now let the weak say, "I am strong," let the poor say, "I am rich,"
because of what the Lord has done for us.
And now let the weak say, "I am strong," let the poor say, "I am rich,"
because of what the Lord has done for us.
	


OFFERTORY PRAYER
God of majesty,
no eye has seen, no ear has heard
what you have prepared for those who love you,
yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy.
[image: ]Use what we have gathered
to feed us with the reign of God come near,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.




GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give our thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
[bookmark: _Hlk219885071]HOLY, HOLY, HOLY	ELW pg. 190
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE	


Page 1
O God most mighty,
O God most merciful,
O God our rock and our salvation,
hear us as we praise,
call us to your table,
grant us your life.
When the earth was a formless void,
you formed order and beauty.
When Abraham and Sarah were barren,
you sent them a child;
When the Israelites were enslaved,
you led them to freedom.
Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath,
and the psalmists cried out for healing,
and full of compassion, you granted the people your life.
You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother.
He was born among the poor,
he lived under oppression,
he wept over the city.
With infinite love, he granted the people your life.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup,
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. Amen.
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. Amen.
Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. Amen.
O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal.
O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself.
O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one.
O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.
O God most majestic, O God most motherly,
O God our strength and our song,
you show us a vision of a tree of life
with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations.
Grant us such life,
the life of the Father to the Son,
the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior,
life in you, now and forever.
Amen.


THE LORD’S PRAYER
[image: ]Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.


INVITATION TO COMMUNION - Certified gluten-free crackers are in the bowl on the communion plate. 
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.
HOLY COMMUNION
[image: ]PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Radiant God,
we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
In the sacrament of his body and blood
you have drawn us to your heart.
Send us from this table with delight,
that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love,
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.    
SENDING
BLESSING
May the triune God,
who has put a new song in your mouth
and tuned your heart for praise
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN	              What Does the Lord Require of You?	ACS 1057
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God.
	Upcoming Worship Assistants

	
	Usher
	Lector
	Communion
	Offering Counters
	Deep Clean

	February 1
	Sue Schoolman
	Amanda Leurquin
	Dave & Shelly Schneider
	Pam Mundt
	Margo Berrier
	Next Deep Clean will be in March

	February 8
	Dan & Pam Mundt
	Julie Will
	Bruce & Nancy Tibbett
	Dave Schneider
	Dave Schraeder
	

	February 15
	Jon & Jane Wagner
	Kris Tarter
	Nancy Leonard
Tammy Neumann
	Robin Beeman
	Sue Schraeder
	

	February 22
	Bruce & Nancy Tibbett
	Leslie Mader
	Dan & Pam Mundt
	Jon Hill 
	David Green
	


	Coming up at GSLC

	Sunday, February 1
	9:00am
	Sunday Worship Service – Sunday School
· Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
· Matthew 5:1-12; The teaching of Christ: Beatitudes

	Tuesday, February 3
	7:00pm
	AA Meeting

	Wednesday, February 4
	11:00am
	Executive Committee

	
	7:30pm
	Confirmation

	Thursday, February 5
	11:00am
	Purple Angels 

	Sunday, February 8
	9:00am
	Sunday Worship Service
· Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
· Matthew 5:13-20; The teaching of Christ: salt and light



Pastor Katie’s Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9am-2pm. Tuesday mornings at Uptown Coffee. Afternoons available by appointment. You are welcome to stop in any time for conversation or concerns.



There will be fellowship time after worship one Sunday a month. Please sign up on the table in the narthex.
Council has decided that Midweek Worship will only be held during Advent and Lent going forward. There will be no more Midweek Worship services until February. 



An 8 week Bible Study titled Making Sense of the Christian Faith will begin on February 15 after worship. Participant books will be available soon.
2026 offering envelopes are ready to be picked up. They are on the counter in the narthex.
[image: A logo for a company  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Good Shepherd's Green Team is excited to announce our first Winter Book Club! Our first book title is "All We Can Save" with discussion on Monday February 23. The second book is "How to Give Up Plastic" with discussions on Monday March 30 and Monday April 27. All at 7 pm in the fireplace room. The Marshfield library has access to obtain up to 15 copies of each book (if they are available). Please join us on one date or all dates. We are excited for winter fellowship and good discussion on important topics. The second book will coincide with Earth Day 2026 on April 22. The theme is Our Power, Our Planet, with one of the focuses on Planet versus Plastics. All are welcome! Bring a friend!
Help Wanted
Volunteers needed to assist with streaming Sunday worship. Training and written instructions provided.
[image: A group of hands with hearts in the shape of a heart  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Names on the prayer list now default to 6 weeks. If you would like a name to remain on the list longer, please let Pastor Katie know.

		Good Shepherd’s Green Team is excited to share a new recycling opportunity at our church.

In the coat closet in the narthex, you will find another green bin that will house SNEAKERS! Bring any sneakers that you don’t use anymore. Only SNEAKERS/athletic shoes are accepted, no other types of shoes.
They also need to be a PAIR, no singles.
Tell your family and friends!
Let’s work together to keep sneakers out of
landfills.
	[image: ]
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