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[bookmark: _Hlk192062094]Second Sunday of Advent
December 7, 2025, 9:00 am
[image: ]Welcome to Good Shepherd.
We’re so glad you’re here. Whether you’re seeking, curious, returning, or rooted in faith – you are welcome.
At Good Shepherd, we believe that Jesus Christ calls each one of us by name and leads us with love, grace, and truth. Just as a shepherd gathers all their sheep, we believe Christ embraces all people – no matter your race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, social status, or level of ability.
Here you will find a community shaped by compassion, guided by Scripture, and committed to building the Kingdom of God through justice and equity for all. There is room in the fold for you.
Welcome home.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING
CALL TO WORSHIP
Beloved, God is at work!
God is healing and creating,
redeeming and dreaming,
calling and sending,
listening and loving.
Yes, indeed, God is at work!
So may we worship our God who never gives up.
May we worship our God who holds onto hope.
Amen.
CANDLE LIGHTING
In a world full of fear, where do you see
glimmers of peace?
We see glimmers of peace in the quiet
of early morning, when people shake
hands, when loved ones say they’re sorry,
and when the church sings together.
Yes, even in a fearful world,
peace is all around us.
Today we light the candle of peace as a
reminder of this good news. May this
flicker of light help us remember that
even in a fearful world, peace is present.
We only have to look for it.
Thanks be to God! Amen.




GATHERING HYMN	              Messiah
	Someone’s shouting from the desert, Someone’s shouting from the sea.
Someone’s shouting from the mountain. Someone’s shouting from the valley.
Messiah, come and be our King. Messiah, come and be our King.

	Someone’s shouting from the city. I am young, I am cold.
Someone’s shouting from the country. I am lonely, I am old.
Messiah, come and be our King. Messiah, come and be our King.

	Someone’s shouting I am broken. Someone’s shouting make me whole.
Someone’s shouting come and change me. Someone’s shouting save my soul.
Messiah, come and be our King. Messiah, come and be our King.
© Dakota Road Music. All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission. One License # A-707882


CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
God on the move,
we have every reason to hold onto hope.
We have every reason to believe that spring will come,
that flowers will bloom, that the sun will rise.
And yet, too often hope slips through our fingers.
With anxious hearts we cry out to you,
“Will change ever come? Will things ever get better?
Will I ever make a difference?”
Soothe our wandering hearts and show us the places where the sun is shining.
Show us the places where you are on the move.
With open hearts we pray,
Amen.
People of God,
in our honesty,
we are heard.
In our worries,
we are held.
In our failings,
we are forgiven.
In our fear,
we are not alone.
Friends, this is the good news of the gospel!
When we’re running out of hope, God is still at work.
Thanks be to God!
Amen.
KYRIE												ELW pg. 184
PRAYER OF THE DAY								
Merciful God, we need bread and we need laughter. We need music and we need a hand to hold. We need a chair to sit in and we need work to do. But maybe more than anything, we need your Word and a reason to hope. So move through this space today and speak to us as only you can. Speak a word of hope deep into our weary bones. For we need bread and we need laughter, but most of all, we need you. Amen.
CHILDREN’S MUSIC	                 We Are Waiting for Jesus	       ACS 905		
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE


SCRIPTURE READINGS
FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:19-21
19 I am about to do a new thing;
  now it springs forth; do you not perceive it?
 I will make a way in the wilderness
  and rivers in the desert.
 20 The wild animals will honor me,
  the jackals and the ostriches,
 for I give water in the wilderness,
  rivers in the desert,
 to give drink to my chosen people,
  21 the people whom I formed for myself
 so that they might declare my praise.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
1 Give the king your justice, O God,
 and your righteousness to the king’s son;
2 that he may rule your people righteously
 and the poor with justice;
3 that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
 and the hills, in righteousness.
4 Let him defend the needy among the people,
 rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor. 
5 May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,
 from one generation to another.
6 Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,
 like showers that water the earth.
7 In his time may the righteous flourish;
 and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
18 Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel;
 you alone do wondrous deeds!
19 And blessed be your glorious name forever,
 and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen. 
SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13
4 Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

  7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the ancestors 9 and that the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
 “Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles
  and sing praises to your name”;
10 and again he says,
 “Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”;
11 and again,
 “Praise the Lord, all you gentiles,
  and let all the peoples praise him”;
12 and again Isaiah says,
 “The root of Jesse shall come,
  the one who rises to rule the gentiles;
 in him the gentiles shall hope.”
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION		                 ELW pg. 188
GOSPEL: Matthew 11:1-11
 1 Now when Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and proclaim his message in their cities.
  2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6 And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”
  7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What, then, did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9 What, then, did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written,
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
  who will prepare your way before you.’
11 “Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
[bookmark: _Hlk97114052]SERMON		
HYMN OF THE DAY	     On Jordan’s Bank the Prophet’s Cry	ELW 249
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We have seen the valley.
We have seen a sky without stars.
We have seen the longest night,
and still we believe.
We believe in God with us.
We believe in the hope of tomorrow.
We believe that good news is louder than fear.
We believe this good news is for all people.
So even when our knees shake,
even when our voice trembles,
even when fear is all around us,
we will hold onto that good news.

We will reach for each other.
We will look for God in our midst.
We will sing songs of joy.
We will proclaim:
Unto us, love is born.
We have seen the longest night,
and we have seen unimaginable love.
So still, we believe.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
…God of grace,
Hear our prayer.
Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
HOLY COMMUNION
[bookmark: _Hlk94612769]OFFERING In addition to our normal offering, a Special Benevolence in November (collected in a special envelope) will be going to Hannah Center.
[bookmark: _Hlk99538147][bookmark: _Hlk97113689]OFFERING SONG                           Now the Heavens Start to Whisper	ACS 901
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Nourishing God,
you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.
[image: ]Through this meal, satisfy our parched places,
that we may rejoice and be for the world
signs of your kingdom come.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give our thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY	ELW pg. 190
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE	






Adapted from Liturgy by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:


This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION - Certified gluten-free crackers are in the bowl on the communion plate. 
Here is life. God is with us.
Come, receive what God has promised.
HOLY COMMUNION
[image: ]PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Loving God,
In a world racked with fear,
you gather us together.
You set the table.
You meet us here.
You nourish our bodies
as you nourish our spirits.
You remind us that this is a joyful feast,
and that fear cannot win every time.
So with renewed courage,
with renewed hope,
with renewed conviction,
send us out into the world.
Help us to feed others as you have fed us.
With gratitude we pray,
Amen.
SENDING
BENEDICTION
In a fearful world,
[image: ]may you look for God’s spirit.
May you reach for each other’s hands.
May you choose courage whenever you can.
And in all things, may you remember
that good news is louder than fear.
In the name of the one who calls,
the one who sends,
and the one who journeys with—
go in peace and
be not afraid.
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN	              Come Now, O God	ACS 902
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God.
	Upcoming Worship Assistants

	
	Usher
	Lector
	Communion
	Offering Counters
	Deep Clean

	December 7
	Richard & Sarah Kopitzke
	Jon Hill
	Ron Rothfusz Andrea Hovick
	Pam Mundt
	Margo Berrier
	December:
Chris Tipping
Julie Will 
Andrea Hovick
Deb Janz

	December 14
	Tammy Neumann
	Laurel Peterson
	Bruce & Nancy Tibbett
	Dan Mundt
	Bob Peterson
	

	December 21
	Bruce & Nancy Tibbett
	Richard Kopitzke
	Dave & Sue Schraeder
	Nancy Leonard
	Rob Mader
	

	December 24
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	----
	----
	


	Coming up at GSLC

	Sunday, December 7
	9:00am
	Sunday Worship Service – Sunday School
· Second Sunday of Advent
· Matthew 11:1-11

	Monday, December 8
	6:30pm
	Council Meeting

	Tuesday, December 9
	7:00pm 
	AA Meeting

	Wednesday, December 10
	12:00pm
	Bible Study (discuss Season 5 Episode 8 of “The Chosen”)

	
	7:00pm
	Mid-Week Worship
Confirmation Class

	Sunday, December 14
	9:00am
	Sunday Worship Service 
· Third Sunday of Advent
· Luke 1:26-36


Pastor Katie’s Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9am-2pm. Tuesday mornings at Uptown Coffee. Afternoons available by appointment. You are welcome to stop in any time for conversation or concerns.


There will be fellowship time after worship one Sunday a month. Please sign up on the table in the narthex.

Names on the prayer list now default to 6 weeks. If you would like a name to remain on the list longer, please let Pastor Katie know.


Poinsettias will be purchased, and you may give a donation to help defray the cost to Altar Care. Forms are available on the table in the narthex. Your check & form need to be returned to the church office by December 14th. Designate your donation “Poinsettia”.  
[image: A red flowers and green leaves  Description automatically generated]
Help Wanted
Volunteers needed to assist with streaming Sunday worship. Training and written instructions provided.
[image: A group of hands with hearts in the shape of a heart  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
[image: A group of people posing for a photo  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Bible Study is returning!
We will have an 8 week Bible study discussing Season 5 of The Chosen. Bible study begins Wednesday, October 8th at 12:00 pm. The series is available for free at The Chosen's website or in The Chosen app.


	[image: christmas craft clip art - Clip Art Library]There will be a Fellowship craft project after Sunday Worship on December 14.
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Good Shepherd Lutheran & Wesley United Methodist
invite you to

joy-filled.”

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 @ 4PM
SOUP SUPPER TO FOLLOW

211 S. Maple Avenue | Marshfield, WI 54449

This event is for the community.
You do not need to be a member of
any church to participate.
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