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[bookmark: _Hlk192062094]Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 21, 2025, 9:00 am
[image: ]Welcome to Good Shepherd.
We’re so glad you’re here. Whether you’re seeking, curious, returning, or rooted in faith – you are welcome.
At Good Shepherd, we believe that Jesus Christ calls each one of us by name and leads us with love, grace, and truth. Just as a shepherd gathers all their sheep, we believe Christ embraces all people – no matter your race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, social status, or level of ability.
Here you will find a community shaped by compassion, guided by Scripture, and committed to building the Kingdom of God through justice and equity for all. There is room in the fold for you.
Welcome home.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING
CALL TO WORSHIP
Here in worship—
we pray together,
we stand together,
we sing together,
we listen together.
Here in worship—
we are not alone.
So when life gives you reason to grieve, to fear, or to worry,
remember this moment.
We are not alone.
Let us worship our God with us.
CANDLE LIGHTING
In a world full of fear, where do you see the presence of love?
We see love all around us. 
We see love when people hold open the door.
We see love in a warm embrace, a homemade meal, a phone call after a long day.
We see love in random acts of kindness and intentional acts of empathy.
We see love all around us.
Yes, even in a fearful world, love is all around us.
Today we light the candle of love as a reminder of this good news.
May this flicker of light help us remember that even in a fearful world, love is here.
Love is world-changing. Love is shining bright.
We only have to look for it.
Thanks be to God for a love like that!
Amen.
GATHERING HYMN	                   Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn                       ELW 242



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
When you were afraid,
did I stay by your side?
Did I offer my hand,
or did I leave you alone?
When you were afraid,
did I choose solidarity?
Did I see your fear,
or did I only see mine?
Friend, none of us are perfect. We all make mistakes.
Fortunately, God offers grace, and we do too.
So take a deep breath, and let’s start again.
Thank you. Your mercy is a gift.
Now we must ask—
when you were afraid,
did we stay by your side?
Did we offer our hands,
or did we leave you alone?
When you were afraid,
did we choose solidarity?
Did we see your fear?
Or did we only see ours?
Friends, none of us are perfect. We all make mistakes.
Fortunately, God offers grace, and I do too.
So take a deep breath, and let’s start again.
Thank you. Your mercy is a gift.
We accept your grace and would love to start again.
May it be so, with God’s help.
Alleluia, Amen.
KYRIE												ELW pg. 184
PRAYER OF THE DAY								
Immanuel, we turned off alarm clocks. We poured cups of coffee. We slipped shoes onto our feet
and combed back fly-away hairs. We traveled to this room and settled into this space, all in hopes of drawing closer to you. So as we hear your Word read aloud, help us to feel your presence in our midst. For we are reaching out our hands. We are reaching out our hearts. Speak to us now. With hope we pray, Amen.
CHILDREN’S MUSIC	                 We Are Waiting for Jesus	       ACS 905		
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SCRIPTURE READINGS
FIRST READING: Isaiah 41:5-10
5 The coastlands have seen and are afraid;
  the ends of the earth tremble;
  they have drawn near and come.
 6 Each one helps the other,
  saying to one another, “Take courage!”
 7 The artisan encourages the goldsmith,
  and the one who smooths with the hammer encourages the one who strikes the anvil,
 saying of the soldering, “It is good,”
  and they fasten it with nails so that it cannot be moved.
 8 But you, Israel, my servant,
  Jacob, whom I have chosen,
  the offspring of Abraham, my friend;
 9 you whom I took from the ends of the earth
  and called from its farthest corners,
 saying to you, “You are my servant;
  I have chosen you and not cast you off”;
 10 do not fear, for I am with you;
  do not be afraid, for I am your God;
 I will strengthen you; I will help you;
  I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
 shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,
 stir up your strength and come to help us.
3 Restore us, O God;
 let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
4 O Lord God of hosts,
 how long will your anger fume when your people pray? 
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears;
 you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors,
 and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
7 Restore us, O God of hosts;
 let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
17 Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,
 the one you have made so strong for yourself.
18 And so will we never turn away from you;
 give us life, that we may call upon your name.
19 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts;
 let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
SECOND READING: Romans 1:1-7
1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3 the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the gentiles for the sake of his name, 6 including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,
  7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION		                 ELW pg. 188
GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-25
 18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
 23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son,
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 25 but had no marital relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
[bookmark: _Hlk97114052]SERMON		
HYMN OF THE DAY	     He Comes to Us as One Unknown	ELW 737
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We have seen the valley.
We have seen a sky without stars.
We have seen the longest night,
and still we believe.
We believe in God with us.
We believe in the hope of tomorrow.
We believe that good news is louder than fear.
We believe this good news is for all people.
So even when our knees shake,
even when our voice trembles,
even when fear is all around us,
[image: ]we will hold onto that good news.
We will reach for each other.
We will look for God in our midst.
We will sing songs of joy.
We will proclaim:
Unto us, love is born.
We have seen the longest night,
and we have seen unimaginable love.
So still, we believe. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
…God of grace,
Hear our prayer.
Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.


HOLY COMMUNION
[bookmark: _Hlk94612769]OFFERING In addition to our normal offering, a Special Benevolence in December (collected in a special envelope) will be going to Hannah Center.
[bookmark: _Hlk99538147][bookmark: _Hlk97113689]OFFERING SONG                              Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
	1. Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art, dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

2. Born thy people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king; born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; by thine all sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne.
Text: Charles Wesley, 1717-1788


OFFERTORY PRAYER
Nourishing God,
you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places,
that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come.
Amen.
[image: ]GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give our thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY	ELW pg. 190
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE	

Adapted from Liturgy by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION - Certified gluten-free crackers are in the bowl on the communion plate. 
Here is life. God is with us.
Come, receive what God has promised.
HOLY COMMUNION
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
[image: ]Loving God,
In a world racked with fear,
you gather us together.
You set the table.
You meet us here.
You nourish our bodies
as you nourish our spirits.
You remind us that this is a joyful feast,
and that fear cannot win every time.
So with renewed courage,
with renewed hope,
with renewed conviction,
send us out into the world.
Help us to feed others as you have fed us.
With gratitude we pray,
Amen.
SENDING
BENEDICTION
In a fearful world,
may you look for God’s spirit.
May you reach for each other’s hands.
May you choose courage whenever you can.
And in all things, may you remember that good news is louder than fear.
In the name of the one who calls,
the one who sends,
and the one who journeys with—
go in peace and be not afraid.
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN	             O Little Town of Bethlehem	ELW 279
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God.
	Upcoming Worship Assistants

	
	Usher
	Lector
	Communion
	Offering Counters
	Deep Clean

	December 21
	Bruce & Nancy Tibbett
	Richard Kopitzke
	Dave & Sue Schraeder
	Nancy Leonard
	Rob Mader
	December:
Chris Tipping
Julie Will 
Andrea Hovick
Deb Janz

	December 24
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	----
	----
	

	December 28
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Robin Beeman
	David Schneider
	

	January 4
	Dennis & Deb Janz 
	Shelly Schneider
	Andrea Hovick
Sarah Kopitzke
	Jon Hill 
	David Green
	


	Coming up at GSLC

	Sunday, December 21
	9:00am
	Sunday Worship Service – Sunday School
· Fourth Sunday of Advent
· Matthew 1:18-25

	Wednesday, December 24
	4:00pm
	Christmas Eve Worship

	
	7:00pm 
	Christmas Eve Worship

	Thursday, December 25
	Closed 
	· Church Office Closed for Christmas

	Sunday, December 28
	9:00am
	Sunday Worship Service
· First Sunday of Christmas
· Matthew 2:1-23; The slaughter of innocent children


Pastor Katie’s Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9am-2pm. Tuesday mornings at Uptown Coffee. Afternoons available by appointment. You are welcome to stop in any time for conversation or concerns.


There will be fellowship time after worship one Sunday a month. Please sign up on the table in the narthex.

Names on the prayer list default to 6 weeks. If you would like a name to remain on the list longer, please let Pastor Katie know.


Council has decided that Midweek Worship will only be held during Advent and Lent going forward. There will be no more Midweek Worship services until February. 

[image: A blue and white invitation

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Help Wanted
Volunteers needed to assist with streaming Sunday worship. Training and written instructions provided.
[image: A group of hands with hearts in the shape of a heart  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
2026 offering envelopes are ready to be picked up. They are on the counter in the narthex.
     [image: A logo for a company  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
We are seeking worship volunteers for Christmas Eve (4pm and 7pm), and Sunday, December 28th. If you are available and willing to serve as usher, reader, or communion assistant at any of these services, please sign up on the table in the narthex, or contact the church office.

On Sunday, December 28th, we will be having a less formal, breakfast church service. If you are willing to provide any items for the meal, please sign up on the table in the narthex.
[image: A table with plates of food and drinks  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]






As part of our worship service on December 28th, we will hold a diaper drive for the Hannah Center. If you would like to purchase any diapers or wipes, please bring them with you, and we will bless them during worship.
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Good Shepherd Lutheran & Wesley United Methodist
invite you to

joy-filled.”

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 @ 4PM
SOUP SUPPER TO FOLLOW

211 S. Maple Avenue | Marshfield, WI 54449

This event is for the community.
You do not need to be a member of
any church to participate.
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