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[bookmark: _Hlk192062094]First Sunday of Advent
November 30, 2025, 9:00 am
[image: ]Welcome to Good Shepherd.
We’re so glad you’re here. Whether you’re seeking, curious, returning, or rooted in faith – you are welcome.
At Good Shepherd, we believe that Jesus Christ calls each one of us by name and leads us with love, grace, and truth. Just as a shepherd gathers all their sheep, we believe Christ embraces all people – no matter your race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, social status, or level of ability.
Here you will find a community shaped by compassion, guided by Scripture, and committed to building the Kingdom of God through justice and equity for all. There is room in the fold for you.
Welcome home.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING
CALL TO WORSHIP
On Sundays and Mondays,
on good days and bad days,
early in the morning and very late at night,
here in this room, and out in the world,
God, we long for you to break in.
Meet us in this space.
Surprise us with your presence.
Fill this room with your good news.
With hope, we sing, we worship, we pray. Amen!
CANDLE LIGHTING
In a world full of fear, where do you see
hope?
We see hope when we look to the next
[image: ]generation.
We feel hopeful when we gather together.
We know hope, deep in our bones, when
we dream of a better world.
Yes, even in a fearful world,
hope is all around us.
Today we light the candle of hope as a
reminder of this good news. May this
flicker of light help us remember that we
have reason to hope.
Thanks be to God! Amen.
GATHERING HYMN	              O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, verses 1-4	     ELW 297



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Ever-present God,
we long to feel you close.
We long to feel your presence in our lives.
We long for you to break through the chaos and suffering of this world.
However, if we’re honest, we rarely stand still long enough to feel you in our midst.
Forgive our rushing and distractions.
Forgive our wandering hearts, and center us in this space.
Remind us that even in the time of Herod,
even on the longest nights, you are always there. Amen.
People of God,
even when we doubt God’s presence,
even when we fail to notice God’s fingerprints in this world,
God is always moving closer to us.
Hear and believe the good news this Advent season:
Nothing can keep God’s love away.
We are seen. We are forgiven. We are not alone. Amen.
KYRIE												     ELW  184
PRAYER OF THE DAY								
God with us, in the time of Moses, you spoke through water in the desert and a pillar of smoke. In the time of the judges, you spoke through the prophets. In the time of Herod, you spoke through angel choruses and unlikely miracles. In every time you have been speaking. So today, in our time, we ask that you would speak again. Break through the chatter and the distraction of our weary minds and speak to us once more. With hope we pray. Amen.
CHILDREN’S MUSIC	                 We Are Waiting for Jesus	       ACS 905		
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Flute Solo	 Lo How a Rose is Blooming  	Jennifer Rickinger
SCRIPTURE READINGS
FIRST READING: Lamentations 3:55-57
55 I called on your name, O Lord,
  from the depths of the pit;
 56 you heard my plea, “Do not close your ear to my cry for help,
       but give me relief!”
 57 You came near when I called on you;
  you said, “Do not fear!”
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 122
1 I was glad when they said to me,
 “Let us go to the house of the LORD.”
2 Now our feet are standing 
    within your gates, O Jerusalem.
3 Jerusalem is built as a city
    that is at unity with itself;
4 to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD,
 the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the LORD. 

5 For there are the thrones of judgment,
 the thrones of the house of David.
6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
 “May they prosper who love you.
7 Peace be within your walls and quietness within your towers.
8 For the sake of my kindred and companions,
 I pray for your prosperity.
9 Because of the house of the LORD our God,
 I will seek to do you good.” 
SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14
11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION		                 ELW 188
GOSPEL: Luke 1:5-13
5 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was descended from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 Both of them were righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. 7 But they had no children because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years.
  8 Once when he was serving as priest before God during his section’s turn of duty, 9 he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord to offer incense. 10 Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. 11 Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified, and fear overwhelmed him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
[bookmark: _Hlk97114052]SERMON		
HYMN OF THE DAY	     Light Dawns on a Weary World	ELW 726
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We have seen the valley.
We have seen a sky without stars.
We have seen the longest night,
and still we believe.
We believe in God with us.
We believe in the hope of tomorrow.
We believe that good news is louder than fear.
We believe this good news is for all people.

So even when our knees shake,
even when our voice trembles,
even when fear is all around us,
we will hold onto that good news.
We will reach for each other.
We will look for God in our midst.
We will sing songs of joy.
We will proclaim:
Unto us, love is born.
We have seen the longest night,
and we have seen unimaginable love.
So still, we believe.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
…God of grace,
Hear our prayer.
Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
HOLY COMMUNION
[bookmark: _Hlk94612769]OFFERING In addition to our normal offering, a Special Benevolence in November (collected in a special envelope) will be going to ODC.
[bookmark: _Hlk99538147][bookmark: _Hlk97113689]OFFERING SONG                                           All Earth is Hopeful	ELW 266
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Nourishing God,
you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places,
that we may rejoice and be for the world
signs of your kingdom come.
[image: ]Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give our thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY	ELW 190
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE	






Adapted from Liturgy by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION - Certified gluten-free crackers are in the bowl on the communion plate. 
Here is life. God is with us.
Come, receive what God has promised.
HOLY COMMUNION
[image: ]PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Loving God,
In a world racked with fear,
you gather us together.
You set the table.
You meet us here.
You nourish our bodies
as you nourish our spirits.
You remind us that this is a joyful feast,
and that fear cannot win every time.
So with renewed courage,
with renewed hope,
with renewed conviction,
send us out into the world.
Help us to feed others as you have fed us.
With gratitude we pray,
Amen.
SENDING
BENEDICTION
In a fearful world,
[image: ]may you look for God’s spirit.
May you reach for each other’s hands.
May you choose courage whenever you can.
And in all things, may you remember
that good news is louder than fear.
In the name of the one who calls,
the one who sends,
and the one who journeys with—
go in peace and
be not afraid.
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN	              Keep Your Lamps	ACS 949
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God.
	Upcoming Worship Assistants

	
	Usher
	Lector
	Communion
	Offering Counters
	Deep Clean

	November 30
	Dave & Kami Weis
	Chris Tipping
	Dan & Pam Mundt
	Bruce Tibbett
	Kami Weis
	November:
Dave & Shelly Schneider
Bruce & Nancy Tibbett

	December 7
	Richard & Sarah Kopitzke
	Jon Hill
	Ron Rothfusz Andrea Hovick
	Pam Mundt
	Margo Berrier
	December:
Chris Tipping
Julie Will 
Andrea Hovick
Deb Janz

	December 14
	Tammy Neumann
	Laurel Peterson
	Bruce & Nancy Tibbett
	Dan Mundt
	Bob Peterson
	

	December 21
	Bruce & Nancy Tibbett
	Richard Kopitzke
	Dave & Sue Schraeder
	Nancy Leonard
	Rob Mader
	


	Coming up at GSLC

	Sunday, November 30
	9:00am
	Sunday Worship Service
· First Sunday of Advent
· Luke 1:5-13

	Tuesday, December 2
	7:00pm 
	AA Meeting

	Wednesday, December 3
	11:00am
	Executive Committee

	
	12:00pm
	Bible Study (discuss Season 5 Episode 7 of “The Chosen”)

	
	7:00pm
	Mid-Week Worship
Confirmation Class

	Thursday, December 4
	11:00am
	Purple Angels

	Sunday, December 7
	9:00am
	Sunday Worship Service – Sunday School
· Second Sunday of Advent
· Matthew 11:1-11



There will be fellowship time after worship one Sunday a month. Please sign up on the table in the narthex.
Pastor Katie’s Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9am-2pm. Tuesday mornings at Uptown Coffee. Afternoons available by appointment. You are welcome to stop in any time for conversation or concerns.

Names on the prayer list now default to 6 weeks. If you would like a name to remain on the list longer, please let Pastor Katie know.



Help Wanted
Volunteers needed to assist with streaming Sunday worship. Training and written instructions provided.
[image: A group of hands with hearts in the shape of a heart  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
[image: A group of people posing for a photo  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Bible Study is returning!
We will have an 8 week Bible study discussing Season 5 of The Chosen. Bible study begins Wednesday, October 8th at 12:00 pm. The series is available for free at The Chosen's website or in The Chosen app.


Wood County Elves Project
Good Shepherd is again providing Christmas gifts for five children in a Wood County family. If you would like to help, take a tag, purchase the requested gift/gifts and place them under the tree.
Gifts should be delivered unwrapped. (They can be in a gift bag or box.)
 Include the tag with the assigned letter and number on it. It should be attached to the gift securely by tape.
Gift should be delivered by December 5.
Thank you for sharing the Christmas spirit! 
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