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Welcome to Good Shepherd.
We’re so glad you’re here. Whether you’re seeking, curious, returning, or rooted in faith – you are welcome.
At Good Shepherd, we believe that Jesus Christ calls each one of us by name and leads us with love, grace, and truth. Just as a shepherd gathers all their sheep, we believe Christ embraces all people – no matter your race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, social status, or level of ability.
Here you will find a community shaped by compassion, guided by Scripture, and committed to building the Kingdom of God through justice and equity for all. There is room in the fold for you.
Welcome home.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING
CALL TO WORSHIP
We gather on the traditional homelands of the Dakota, Ojibwe, and Menominee peoples. The roads that brought us here today were a place where Indigenous people walked and lived on this sacred land, and still do today.
We gather to honor the Creator, and all creation—human, animal, plant, water, wind, earth, and sky—that belong to God.
GATHERING HYMN	           Blessing, Honor, and Glory		   ELW 433
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Creator of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of Your people, turn us from the wrong paths to live for You alone. Give us Your Spirit that we may confess our wrongs, receive Your forgiveness, and grow in Your Son, our Brother Jesus. 
Great Spirit, look at our brokenness. 
[image: ]We know that in all creation 
the human family has strayed from the Sacred way— 
the way of love, respect, gratitude and reverence for all life. 
We know that we are the ones who are divided. 
And we are the ones 
who must come back together to walk the Sacred Way— 
the way of love, respect, gratitude and reverence for all life. 
Sacred One, teach us love, compassion, and honor, 
that we may heal the earth and heal each other.
As surely as the rain comes forth to water the earth, God’s mercy comes to us as a gift, abundant and freely given. The same God who created the cosmos and raised Jesus from death to life brings healing and forgiveness to the world today. You are loved; you are restored. In Christ, you are made new. 
PRAYER OF THE DAY								by Medicine Grizzly Bear
Oh Great Creator, we come before you in a humble manner. We pray for all our relations in nature, all those who walk, crawl, fly, and swim, seen and unseen, and to the good spirits that exist in every part of creation. May there be beauty above us. May there be beauty below us. May there be beauty in us and beauty all around us. We ask that this world be filled with peace, love, and beauty. Amen.
CHILDREN’S MUSIC	                 God is Here Today	       ACS 993		
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SCRIPTURE READINGS
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:1-6
1 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord. 2 Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lord. 3 Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4 I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall no longer fear or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord.
  5 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 46
1 God is our refuge and strength,
 a very present help in trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
 and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
3 though its waters rage and foam,
 and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
 the holy habitation of the Most High.
5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
 God shall help it at the break of day.
6 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
 God speaks, and the earth melts away. 
7 The LORD of hosts is with us;
 the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8 Come now, regard the works of the LORD,
 what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
9 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
 who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
10 “Be still, then, and know that I am God;
 I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”
11 The LORD of hosts is with us;
 the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
SECOND READING: Colossians 1:11-20
11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, so that you may have all endurance and patience, joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
  15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, 16 for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION		                 ELW pg. 124
GOSPEL: Luke 23:33-43
33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 [[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”
  39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
[bookmark: _Hlk97114052]SERMON		
HYMN OF THE DAY	     Before the Ancient One, Christ Stands	ACS 953
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe in Creator, Father-Mother Spirit, 
who called the world and all that is in it into being; 
who spoke the creative-forming word, and all came forth; 
who created women and men and set them free to live in love and humility 
to the will of supreme love, and in community with all. 
We believe in Creator, Son and Brother, 
who because of love for all creation beyond our understanding, 
entered the world to share our humanity; 
to set before us the paths of life and death, 
and walk them with us; 
to be rejected and die, but finally to conquer death and in new life, 
draw the world to himself for all time. 
We believe in Creator, 
in-dwelling Spirit, who calls us into community, 
that we may, through faith and that community of oneness, 
experience uplifting and sustaining grace; 
that we may fulfill our human responsibility to reach out 
to our neighbor, whomever that may be; 
that we may rejoice in the constant nature of creation 
and the wondrous joy of life itself. 




We believe in Creator, 
whose word teaches us that all things grow together, the Circle of Life; 
that the paths of life and death, good and evil, too often come together; 
that choices are not clearly defined, 
but that we confidently and responsibly tread the path we choose 
and only the true One can be our judge. 
We believe in Creator, 
who is present and working in this world through all Creation. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
…Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
HOLY COMMUNION
[bookmark: _Hlk94612769]OFFERING In addition to our normal offering, a Special Benevolence in November (collected in a special envelope) will be going to ODC.
[bookmark: _Hlk99538147][bookmark: _Hlk97113689]OFFERING SONG                                           Beautiful Savior	ELW 838
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Creator, we give you thanks for all that you are and all that you bring to us within your creation. In Jesus, you placed the Gospel in the Center of the Sacred Circle through which all creation is related. 
[image: ]Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give our thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY	ELW pg. 130
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE	


Page 1
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
you have brought us this far along the way.
In times of bitterness you did not abandon us,
but guided us into the path of love and light.
In every age you sent prophets
to make known your loving will for all humanity.
The cry of the poor has become your own cry;
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire.
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news to the afflicted,
to break bread with the outcast and despised,
and to ransom those in
bondage to prejudice and sin.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and all people for
the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and
drink from this cup we proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore,
his death and resurrection,
we await the day when Jesus shall return
to free all the earth from
the bonds of slavery and death.
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen. Amen.
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate,
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world.
Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen.
Amen.
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age,
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection,
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.
Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
[image: ]Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION - Certified gluten-free crackers are in the bowl on the communion plate. 
There is a place for you at the table of God.
Come, receive the food that does not perish, a taste of life eternal.
HOLY COMMUNION
[image: ]PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God of field and flower, wheat and grape,
you have nourished us with the bread of heaven
that gives life to the world.
Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son,
send us out to gather your good gifts for all who
hunger and thirst,
and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name.
Amen.    
SENDING
BLESSING
May the God of justice lead us through the tumultuous seas. May the Christ who came to dwell among us renew the strength of our dreams. May the Holy Spirit guide us to still waters where justice, solidarity, and peace reign. Amen.
CLOSING HYMN	              Lift High the Cross	ELW 660
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God.
	Upcoming Worship Assistants

	
	Usher
	Lector
	Communion
	Offering Counters
	Deep Clean

	November 23
	Matt & Margo Berrier
	Jon Hill
	Dan & Pam Mundt
	Robin Beeman
	David Schneider
	November:
Dave & Shelly Schneider
Bruce & Nancy Tibbett

	November 30
	Dave & Kami Weis
	Chris Tipping
	Dave & Shelly Schneider
	Bruce Tibbett
	Kami Weis
	

	December 7
	Richard & Sarah Kopitzke
	Julie Will
	Ron Rothfusz Andrea Hovick
	Pam Mundt
	Margo Berrier
	December:
Chris Tipping
Julie Will 
Andrea Hovick
Deb Janz

	December 14
	Tammy Neumann
	Laurel Peterson
	Bruce & Nancy Tibbett
	Dan Mundt
	Bob Peterson
	


Pastor Katie’s Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9am-2pm. Tuesday mornings at Uptown Coffee. Afternoons available by appointment. You are welcome to stop in any time for conversation or concerns.

	Coming up at GSLC

	Sunday, November 23
	9:00am
	Sunday Worship Service 
· Christ the King; Last Sunday after Pentecost
· Luke 23:33-43; Jesus is crucified between two thieves: you will be with me in Paradise

	Tuesday, November 25
	7:00pm
	Thanksgiving Service at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

	
	7:00pm 
	AA Meeting

	Wednesday, November 26
	
	No Bible Study and Mid-Week Service

	Thursday, November 27 & 28
	Closed
	Church Office Closed for Thanksgiving

	Sunday, November 30
	9:00am
	Sunday Worship Service
· First Sunday of Advent
· Matthew 24:36-44; The sudden coming of the Son of Man




Names on the prayer list now default to 6 weeks. If you would like a name to remain on the list longer, please let Pastor Katie know.
There will be fellowship time after worship one Sunday a month. Please sign up on the table in the narthex.


Help Wanted
Volunteers needed to assist with streaming Sunday worship. Training and written instructions provided.
[image: A group of hands with hearts in the shape of a heart  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
[image: A group of people posing for a photo  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Bible Study is returning!
We will have an 8 week Bible study discussing Season 5 of The Chosen. Bible study begins Wednesday, October 8th at 12:00 pm. The series is available for free at The Chosen's website or in The Chosen app.




Wood County Elves Project
Good Shepherd is again providing Christmas gifts for five children in a Wood County family. If you would like to help, take a tag, purchase the requested gift/gifts and place them under the tree.
Gifts should be delivered unwrapped. (They can be in a gift bag or box.)
 Include the tag with the assigned letter and number on it. It should be attached to the gift securely by tape.
Gift should be delivered by December 5.
Thank you for sharing the Christmas spirit! 
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