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[bookmark: _Hlk192062094]15th Sunday after Pentecost
September 21, 2025, 9:00 am
Introduction to the day…
ANNOUNCEMENTS
[image: ]GATHERING
As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers (rather than owners) of all that we have, it is crucial to recognize that we are bought with a price. “Christ Jesus, himself human, . . . gave himself a ransom for all.” Apart from the generosity of God we have nothing—we are nothing. By God’s gracious favor we have everything we need.
GATHERING HYMN	           Oh Sing to the Lord	     ELW 822
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
our maker, our helper, and our keeper.
[image: ]Amen.
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful and loving God,
we are your stiff-necked people.
We trample on the needy.
We grumble about your grace to others.
We turn away from the poor.
Have mercy on us and forgive our sins.
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost
and have been found.
Amen.
Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful.
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.
You who were lost have been found.
In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
Amen.
KYRIE		ELW pg. 120
GLORY TO GOD		ELW pg. 121
PRAYER OF THE DAY
God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
CHILDREN’S MUSIC	                 God Welcomes All      		ACS 978         
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SCRIPTURE READINGS
FIRST READING: Amos 8:4-7
4 Hear this, you who trample on the needy,
  and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
 5 saying, “When will the new moon be over
  so that we may sell grain,
 and the Sabbath,
  so that we may offer wheat for sale?
 We will make the ephah smaller and the shekel heavier
  and practice deceit with false balances,
 6 buying the poor for silver
  and the needy for a pair of sandals
  and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”
 7 The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
 Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 113
1 Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the LORD;
 praise the name of the LORD.
2 Let the name of the LORD be blessed,
 from this time forth forevermore.
3 From the rising of the sun to its going down
 let the name of the LORD be praised.
4 The LORD is high above all nations;
 God’s glory above the heavens. 
5 Who is like the LORD our God,
 who sits enthroned on high,
6 but stoops to behold
 the heavens and the earth?
7 The LORD takes up the weak out of the dust
 and lifts up the poor from the ashes,
8 enthroning them with the rulers,
 with the rulers of the people.
9 The LORD makes the woman of a childless house
 to be a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah! 
SECOND READING: 1Timothy 2:1-7
1 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 3 This is right and acceptable before God our Savior, 4 who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For
 there is one God;
  there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
 Christ Jesus, himself human,
  6 who gave himself a ransom for all
—this was attested at the right time.7 For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth; I am not lying), a teacher of the gentiles in faith and truth.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION								ELW pg. 124
GOSPEL: Luke 16:1-13
1 Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2 So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3 Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4 I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’ 5 So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6 He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7 Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ 8 And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly, for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. 9 And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone they may welcome you into the eternal homes.
  10 “Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much, and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11 If, then, you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12 And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? 13 No slave can serve two masters, for a slave will either hate the one and love the other or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
[bookmark: _Hlk97114052]SERMON		
HYMN OF THE DAY	     Let Streams of Living Justice	ELW 710
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
…God of grace
Receive our prayer
We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
HOLY COMMUNION
[bookmark: _Hlk94612769]OFFERING In addition to our normal offering, a Special Benevolence in September (collected in a special envelope) will be going to Purple Angels.
[bookmark: _Hlk99538147][bookmark: _Hlk97113689]OFFERING SONG                          Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult	ELW 696
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Lord of the harvest,
we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches,
[image: A book on a wooden surface

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]but on you, who richly provides for us.
Multiply what we have gathered
to bless all who are suffering and in need,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give our thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY									ELW pg. 130
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE	
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God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
you have brought us this far along the way.
In times of bitterness you did not abandon us,
but guided us into the path of love and light.
In every age you sent prophets
to make known your loving will for all humanity.
The cry of the poor has become your own cry;
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire.
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news to the afflicted,
to break bread with the outcast and despised,
and to ransom those in
bondage to prejudice and sin.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and all people for
the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and
drink from this cup we proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore,
his death and resurrection,
we await the day when Jesus shall return
to free all the earth from
the bonds of slavery and death.
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen. Amen.
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate,
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world.
Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen.
Amen.
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age,
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection,
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.
Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
[image: ]Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION - Certified gluten-free crackers are in the bowl on the communion plate. 
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.
Come to this meal of mercy.
HOLY COMMUNION
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
O God,
through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your servants.
Send us to do good and to share our possessions
with all in need.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.    
SENDING
[image: ]BLESSING
The God of righteousness,
who gives justice to the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry,
who sets the prisoners free,
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN	               Be Thou My Vision	ELW 793	
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
	Upcoming Worship Assistants

	
	Usher
	Lector
	Communion
	Offering Counters
	Deep Clean

	September 21
	Stuart & Chris Tipping
	Laurel Peterson
	Andrea Hovick
Sarah Kopitzke
	Bruce Tibbett
	Kami Weis
	September:
Chris Tipping
Julie Will
Andrea Hovick
Deb Janz

	September 28
	Julie Will
	Andrea Hovick
	Dave & Sue Schraeder
	Pam Mudt
	Margo Berrier
	

	October 5
	Tim & Farrah Uphoff
	Nancy Tibbett
	Tammy Neumann Ron Rothfusz
	Dan Mundt
	Bob Peterson
	October:
John & Jane Wagner
Laurel Peterson
Leslie Mader

	October 12
	Rob & Leslie Mader
	Leslie Mader
	Matt & Margo Berrier
	Nancy Leonard
	Rob Mader
	


Thanks be to God.



	Coming up at GSLC

	Sunday, September 21
	9:00am
	Sunday Worship Service – Sunday School
· Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
· Luke 16:1-13; A shrewd manager: faithful in little, faithful in much; serving God/wealth

	
	10:00am
	Special Congregational Meeting

	Tuesday, September 23
	7:00pm
	AA Meeting

	Wednesday, September 24
	7:00pm
	Mid-Week Worship
Confirmation Class

	Sunday, September 28
	9:00am
	Sunday Worship Service
· Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
· Luke 16:19-31; Story of poor Lazarus and the wealthy man


Pastor Katie’s Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9am-2pm. Tuesday mornings at Uptown Coffee. Afternoons available by appointment. You are welcome to stop in any time for conversation or concerns.


Names on the prayer list now default to 6 weeks. If you would like a name to remain on the list longer, please let Pastor Katie know.
There will be fellowship time after worship one Sunday a month. Please sign up on the table in the narthex.




A special congregational meeting will be held following worship on Sunday, September 21st. The purpose of this meeting is to vote on the welcome statement proposed by the Reconciling in Christ committee. This vote is the next step in this process, and a vote in favor of the welcome statement allows us to be listed as a Reconciling in Christ congregation. RIC committee members will be available during the meeting to address questions and next steps. Thank you to all the committee members for their work on this: Kris Tarter, Jeff Veers, Shelly Schneider, Rick Kopitzke.











[image: A black background with orange letters  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
The SOS Food Pantry is asking churches in Marshfield to contribute various items needed. Good Shepherd has been asked to contribute soda crackers. The number of families coming to the pantry has been increasing and shelves need constant replenishing. Let’s see if we can stack those boxes to the ceiling!






Pastor Katie will be out of the office from September 29th to October 5th.
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