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[bookmark: _Hlk192062094]14th Sunday after Pentecost
September 14, 2025, 9:00 am
Introduction to the day…
ANNOUNCEMENTS
[image: ]GATHERING
The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our holy hope: This Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our God seeks and saves the lost is not only a holy hope, it is our only hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy reminds us, “The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God.
GATHERING HYMN	           Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us 	     	   ELW 789                   
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
our maker, our helper, and our keeper.
Amen.
[image: ]Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful and loving God,
we are your stiff-necked people.
We trample on the needy.
We grumble about your grace to others.
We turn away from the poor.
Have mercy on us and forgive our sins.
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost
and have been found.
Amen.
Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful.
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.
You who were lost have been found.
In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
Amen.
KYRIE		ELW pg. 120
GLORY TO GOD		ELW pg. 121
PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



CHILDREN’S MUSIC	                 God Welcomes All      		ACS 978         
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SCRIPTURE READINGS
FIRST READING: Exodus 32:7-14
7 The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8 they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” 9 The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10 Now let me alone so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them, and of you I will make a great nation.”
  11 But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ” 14 And the LORD changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 51:1-10
1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
 in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
2 Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
 and cleanse me from my sin.
3 For I know my offenses,
 and my sin is ever before me.
4 Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight;
 so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment. 
5 Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness,
 a sinner from my mother’s womb.
6 Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
 and would have me know wisdom deep within.
7 Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
 wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.
8 Let me hear joy and gladness;
 that the body you have broken may rejoice.
9 Hide your face from my sins,
 and blot out all my wickedness.
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God,
 and renew a right spirit within me. 
SECOND READING: 1Timothy 1:12-17
12 I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he considered me faithful and appointed me to his service, 13 even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance: that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16 But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience as an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION								ELW pg. 124
GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-10
1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”
  3 So he told them this parable: 4 “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.
  8 “Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
[bookmark: _Hlk97114052]SERMON		
HYMN OF THE DAY	     Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing	ELW 807
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
…God of grace
Receive our prayer
We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
HOLY COMMUNION
[bookmark: _Hlk94612769]OFFERING In addition to our normal offering, a Special Benevolence in September (collected in a special envelope) will be going to Purple Angels.
[bookmark: _Hlk99538147][bookmark: _Hlk97113689]OFFERING SONG                          Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling	ELW 608
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Lord of the harvest,
we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches,
but on you, who richly provides for us.
Multiply what we have gathered
[image: A book on a wooden surface

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]to bless all who are suffering and in need,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give our thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY									ELW pg. 130
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE	
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God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
you have brought us this far along the way.
In times of bitterness you did not abandon us,
but guided us into the path of love and light.
In every age you sent prophets
to make known your loving will for all humanity.
The cry of the poor has become your own cry;
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire.
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news to the afflicted,
to break bread with the outcast and despised,
and to ransom those in
bondage to prejudice and sin.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and all people for
the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.




For as often as we eat of this bread and
drink from this cup we proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore,
his death and resurrection,
we await the day when Jesus shall return
to free all the earth from
the bonds of slavery and death.
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen. Amen.
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate,
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world.
Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen.
Amen.
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age,
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection,
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.
Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
[image: ]Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION - Certified gluten-free crackers are in the bowl on the communion plate. 
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.
Come to this meal of mercy.
HOLY COMMUNION
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
O God,
through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your servants.
Send us to do good and to share our possessions
with all in need.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.    
SENDING
[image: ]BLESSING
The God of righteousness,
who gives justice to the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry,
who sets the prisoners free,
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN	               Baptized and Set Free	ELW 453	
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
Thanks be to God.
	Upcoming Worship Assistants

	
	Usher
	Lector
	Communion
	Offering Counters
	Deep Clean

	September 14
	Dan & Pam Mundt
	Jon Hill
	Bob & Laurel Peterson
	Robin Beeman
	David Schneider
	September:
Chris Tipping
Julie Will
Andrea Hovick
Deb Janz

	September 21
	Stuart & Chris Tipping
	Laurel Peterson
	Andrea Hovick
Sarah Kopitzke
	Bruce Tibbett
	Kami Weis
	

	September 28
	Julie Will
	Andrea Hovick
	Dave & Sue Schraeder
	Pam Mudt
	Margo Berrier
	

	October 5
	Tim & Farrah Uphoff
	Nancy Tibbett
	Tammy Neumann Ron Rothfusz
	Dan Mundt
	Bob Peterson
	October:
John & Jane Wagner
Laurel Peterson
Leslie Mader




	Coming up at GSLC

	Sunday, September 14
	9:00am
	Sunday Worship Service
· Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
· Luke 15:1-10; Looking for the lost sheep, silver coin: Jesus eating with sinners

	Tuesday, September 16
	2:00pm
	Chapel at Three Oaks

	
	7:00pm
	AA Meeting

	Wednesday, September 17
	7:00pm
	Mid-Week Worship
Confirmation Class

	Sunday, September 21
	9:00am
	Sunday Worship Service – Sunday School
· Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
· Luke 16:1-13; A shrewd manager: faithful in little, faithful in much; serving God/wealth

	
	10:00am
	Special Congregational Meeting


[image: A black background with orange letters  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
The SOS Food Pantry is asking churches in Marshfield to contribute various items needed. Good Shepherd has been asked to contribute soda crackers. The number of families coming to the pantry has been increasing and shelves need constant replenishing. Let’s see if we can stack those boxes to the ceiling!
A special congregational meeting will be held following worship on Sunday, September 21st. The purpose of this meeting is to vote on the welcome statement proposed by the Reconciling in Christ committee. This vote is the next step in this process, and a vote in favor of the welcome statement allows us to be listed as a Reconciling in Christ congregation. RIC committee members will be available during the meeting to address questions and next steps. If you have questions in the meantime, feel free to reach out to committee members: Kris Tarter, Jeff Veers, Shelly Schneider, Rick Kopitzke.
Pastor Katie’s Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9am-2pm. Tuesday mornings at Uptown Coffee. Afternoons available by appointment. You are welcome to stop in any time for conversation or concerns.
Names on the prayer list now default to 6 weeks. If you would like a name to remain on the list longer, please let Pastor Katie know.
There will be fellowship time after worship one Sunday a month. Please sign up on the table in the narthex.
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