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[image: ]20th Sunday after Pentecost
October 6, 2024, 9:00 am
Introduction to the day…
Today’s gospel combines a saying that makes many of us uncomfortable with a story we find comforting. Jesus’ saying on divorce is another of his rejections of human legislation in favor of the original intent of God’s law. Jesus’ rebuke of the disciples who are fending off the children should challenge us as well. What does it mean to receive the kingdom of God as a child does?
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING
GATHERING HYMN	   For the Beauty of the Earth		ELW 879
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
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Description automatically generated]Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us.
We confess that we have honored you with our lips,
but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues.
The cravings at war within us
cause conflicts and disputes.
In our desire to be first
we make distinctions among ourselves.
We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last.
In your great mercy, forgive us our sins.
Draw near to us with grace in time of need,
and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
God promises to forgive our iniquity
and to remember our sin no more.
By grace you have been saved.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ,
the source of eternal healing,
your sins are forgiven.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one another. Form us for life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, that we may reflect the image of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
CHILDREN’S MUSIC	          Send Me Lord	ACS 809            
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SCRIPTURE READINGS
FIRST READING: Genesis 2:18-24
18The Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.” 19So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. 20The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. 21So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. 23Then the man said,
 “This at last is bone of my bones
       and flesh of my flesh;
 this one shall be called Woman,
  for out of Man this one was taken.”
24Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God. 
PSALM: Psalm 8
      1O LORD our Lord,
  how majestic is your name in all the earth!—
 2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants and children;
  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and avenger.
 3When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,
  the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,
 4what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them,
  human beings that you should care for them? 
 5Yet you have made them little less than divine;
  with glory and honor you crown them.
 6You have made them rule over the works of your hands;
  you have put all things under their feet:
 7all flocks and cattle,
  even the wild beasts of the field,
 8the birds of the air, the fish of the sea,
  and whatever passes along the paths of the sea.
 9O LORD our Lord,
  how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
SECOND READING: Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12
1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
 2:5Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. 6But someone has testified somewhere,
 “What are human beings that you are mindful of them,
  or mortals, that you care for them?
 7You have made them for a little while lower than the angels;
  you have crowned them with glory and honor,
  8subjecting all things under their feet.”
Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is, we do not yet see everything in subjection to them,9but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.
 10It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 12saying,
 “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters,
  in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.”
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 							        		                    pg. 171	
GOSPEL: Mark 10:2-16
2Some Pharisees came, and to test [Jesus] they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 3He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” 5But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. 6But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 7‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 8and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 9Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”
 10Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11He said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; 12and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”
 13People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them. 14But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 15Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” 16And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
[bookmark: _Hlk97114052]SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY	         Children of the Heavenly Father	ELW 781
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.	
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
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Description automatically generated]who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
…God of grace,
Hear our prayer.
Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the saving grace you freely give, both now and forever.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
HOLY COMMUNION
[bookmark: _Hlk94612769]OFFERING In addition to our normal offering, a Special Benevolence in October (collected in a special envelope) will be the Keeping Kids Warm project sponsored by the Marshfield Area Community Foundation.
[bookmark: _Hlk99538147][bookmark: _Hlk97113689]OFFERING SONG                                           Bind Us Together                         	
Bind us together, Lord,		You are the family of God.
Bind us together with cords	You are the promise divine.
That cannot be broken.		You are God's chosen desire.
Bind us together, Lord,		You are the glorious new wine.
Bind us together,
Bind us together with love.
There is only one God!
There is only one King!
There is only one Body!
That is why we sing.
Gillman, Bob EMI Christian Music Publishing © 1977 Kingsway's Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) CCLI License No. 669990
OFFERTORY PRAYER
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source of every gift of your creation.
By these gifts and with our lives,
help us to serve one another and all in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give our thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Holy, Holy, Holy		pg. 173
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE	

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
you have brought us this far along the way.
In times of bitterness you did not abandon us,
but guided us into the path of love and light.
In every age you sent prophets
to make known your loving will for all humanity.
The cry of the poor has become your own cry;
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire.
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant
to preach good news to the afflicted,
to break bread with the outcast and despised,
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection,
we await the day when Jesus shall return
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death.
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen.
Amen.

Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate,
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen. 
Amen.


Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and 
martyrs of every age,
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection,
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
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hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION - Certified gluten-free crackers are in the bowl on the communion plate.
Jesus welcomes you to this table.
Come, here is your God.
HOLY COMMUNION
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Holy God,
you have welcomed us to this meal
and fed us with dignity at your table.
Send us now to welcome others
and to be at peace with one another,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
       SENDING
BLESSING
God all mighty,
God most merciful
☩ bless you, keep you,
and give you peace.
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN	         Beautiful Savior	        ELW 838        
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Follow Jesus.
Thanks be to God.







	Coming up at GSLC

	Sunday, October 6
	9:00 am
	Worship Service – Sunday School
· Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
· Mark 10:2-16; Teaching on marriage

	Tuesday, October 8
	6:30 pm
	Council Meeting

	
	7:00 pm
	AA Meeting

	Wednesday, October 9
	12:00 pm
	Bible Study (discuss Season 4 Episode 5 of “The Chosen”)

	
	7:00 pm
	Midweek Worship
Confirmation Class

	Sunday, October 13
	9:00 am
	Worship Service
· Twenty First Sunday after Pentecost
· Mark 10:17-31; Teaching on wealth and reward



	Upcoming Worship Assistants

	
	Usher
	Lector
	Communion
	Offering Counters
	Deep Clean

	October 6
	Christopher & Trina Ignatowski
	Linda Schreiber
	Dan & Pam
Mundt
	Heidi Binder
	Pam Mundt
	October:
John & Jane Wagner
Laurel Peterson

	October 13
	Tammy Neumann
	Laurel 
Peterson
	Bruce & Nancy Tibbett
	Kami
Weis
	May Hill
	

	October 20
	Richard & Sarah 
Kopitzke
	Nancy
Tibbett
	Dave & Sue Schraeder
	Dan Mundt
	Jon Hill
	

	October 27
	Matt & Margo 
Berrier
	Julie Will
	Ron Rothfusz
Andrea Hovick
	Nancy Leonard
	Breanna Butler
	


Sunday School registration forms are on the table in the narthex. If your child 
attends Sunday School, please fill out a form and return it to the office.
Bible Study is returning!
We will have an 8 week Bible study discussing Season 4 of The Chosen. Bible study begins Wednesday, September 11th at 12:00 pm. The series is available to stream for free at The Chosen’s website or in The Chosen app.
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The Good Shepherd T-shirts have 
arrived! They can be picked up in the 
office or after Sunday worship. 
Shirts are $13 each.
[image: A black background with orange letters  Description automatically generated]
SOS shelves are very low and they have been very busy. They are frequently serving 6 - 8 more families and individuals each afternoon they are open. 
The food list: Mac’n Cheese, Boxed Rice Meals, Canned Pasta Meals, Tuna, Canned Chicken. Canned Stews, vegetables, and soup are especially needed. There is a container in the entry for donations.
Thanks for your ongoing support.  








The News from Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Program
“The purpose of the RIC Program is to ensure the welcome, inclusion,
celebration, and advocacy for people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions.”

Over the coming months, The RIC team will be providing some opportunities to deepen our understanding of what this means. We will be starting by offering time before mid-week service on Wednesday to enjoy some pizza and take in the documentary film "Mama Bears." It is a moving and intimate look at 3 families' experiences navigating their relationships with each other, the church, and the broader communities they inhabit. The film will be shown in three segments, starting at 6:00PM on Wednesday October 9th, 16th and 23rd. There will be time after each segment for thoughtful discussion (did we mention pizza?)

The film is currently available to stream from PBS if you have a PBS Passport account. There will also be a window available for individuals to stream the film on VIMEO over the weekend of October 19-20 if you are interested but can't make some or all of Wednesday events. Please contact us if you would like the VIMEO stream so we can send you a password that will allow access.
As always if you want to talk with any of us, please reach out:   Kris Tarter: 715-207-9759, 
Jeff Veers: 715-316-2098, Shelly Schneider: 414-858-6026 and Rick Kopitzke: 715-570-4190. Pastor Katie would also be glad to hear any questions you may have. 

October 9, 16, 23 at 6:00 PM - Mama Bears documentary screening at church
October 18 at 12:00PM - Mama Bears streaming window opens
October 21 at 12:00PM - Mama Bears streaming window closes
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Fall Bible Study

Beginning Wednesday, September 20 at 12:00pm
(bring your lunch)

We will be on Season 1: Episode 6 on October 25

There will be an 8 week Bible Study following season one of
the series “The Chosen” which is available to stream for
free on the Angle Network. (Click here for the web site.)
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