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Lectionary 11
4th Sunday after Pentecost
June 16, 2024, 9:00 am
Introduction to the day…
The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient images of the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around which we gather, the tree into which we are grafted through baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not appear all that impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our understanding.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING
GATHERING HYMN	Awesome God		
	1 Our God is an awesome God, 
he reigns from heaven above
with wisdom, pow'r, and love—
Our God is an awesome God!
	3 Our God is our Savior who,
Died for us on the cross
Our God is our savior whom,
We’ll serve for ever more.

	2 Our God is our Father who, 
Cares for us ev’ry day		
Our God is our Father whom
We seek in ev’ry way.	
	4 Our God is our comforter who,
Works faith in our hearts
Our God is our comforter who
Helps us in ev’ry need. 

	Text: Rich Mullins (c) 1988 BMG Music Used by permission. CCLI LICENSE #669990


CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the God of manna,
the God of miracles,
the God of mercy.
Amen.
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance,
let us confess our sin.
       Silence is kept for reflection.
God, our provider,
help us.
It is hard to believe there is enough to share.
We question your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live.
We turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you.
We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you.
Where else can we turn?
Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.
Amen.
[image: Icon1 Lectionary 11B (Framed)]Beloved people of God:
in Jesus, the manna from heaven,
you are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles,
there is always more than enough.
Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life,
you are shown God’s mercy:
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
[image: ]Amen.
CHILDREN’S MUSIC	God is Here Today	ACS 993 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SCRIPTURE READINGS
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 17:22-24
22Thus says the Lord GOD:
 I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar;
  I will set it out.
 I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs;
 I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain.
 23On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it,
 in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit,
  and become a noble cedar.
 Under it every kind of bird will live;
  in the shade of its branches will nest winged creatures of every kind.
 24All the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD.
 I bring low the high tree,
  I make high the low tree;
 I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish.
 I the LORD have spoken;
  I will accomplish it.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God. 



PSALM:  Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15
1It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD,
  to sing praise to your name, O Most High;
 2to herald your love in the morning
  and your faithfulness at night;
 3on the psaltery, and on the lyre,
  and to the melody of the harp.
 4For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD;
  and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands. 
 12The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree,
  and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon.
 13Those who are planted in the house of the LORD
  shall flourish in the courts of our God;
 14they shall still bear fruit in old age;
  they shall be green and succulent;
 15that they may show how upright the LORD is,
  my rock, in whom there is no injustice. 
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17
6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil.
  [11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. 12We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. ] 14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.
 16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God. 
[image: ]GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 		Listen to the Word That God Has Spoken			ACS 974	
GOSPEL: Mark 4:26-34
26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”
 30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”
 33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
[bookmark: _Hlk97114052][image: ]HYMN OF THE DAY	Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil	ELW 512
COUNCIL INSTALLATION
These people have been elected by the congregation, or appointed by the council to positions of leadership. We give thanks for their willingness to serve. In baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God; we rejoice in their leadership in our common life and our mutual mission as a congregation.
The offices and names of those who are to be installed are read. 
A reading from First Corinthians: There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. (1 Corinthians 12:4-7)
You have been elected and appointed to positions of leadership and trust in this congregation.
You are entrusted with seeing that the words and deeds of this household of faith bear witness to God, who gathers us into one together with the whole church.
You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in worship, learning, witness, service, and support, so that the mission of Christ is carried out in this congregation, in the wider church, in this community, and in the whole world.
You are to be faithful in your area of serving, that the Spirit who empowers you may be glorified.
You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, harmony, and mutual understanding in this congregation.
On behalf of this congregation, I ask you:
Will you accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the offices
to which you serve?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.
People of God, I ask you:
Will you support these leaders,
and will you share in the mutual ministry
that Christ has given to all who are baptized?
We will, and we ask God to help us.
I now declare you installed as council members of this congregation.
Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace,
that you may be faithful servants of Christ.
Amen.
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
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Description automatically generated]I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
…Merciful God.
Receive our prayer
Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the power of the Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
HOLY COMMUNION
[bookmark: _Hlk94612769]OFFERING In addition to our normal offering, a Special Benevolence in June (collected in a special envelope) will go to MAPS (Marshfield Area Pet Shelter).
[image: ]OFFERING SONG	For the Fruit of All Creation	ELW 679
OFFERTORY PRAYER
[bookmark: _Hlk99538147]Jesus, Bread of life,
you have set this table with your very self,
and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us,
and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
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And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give our thanks to the Lord our God.
[bookmark: _Hlk97113689]It is right to give our thanks and praise.
[image: ]Holy, Holy, Holy		ELW 189
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Page 1
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
you have brought us this far along the way.
In times of bitterness you did not abandon us,
but guided us into the path of love and light.
In every age you sent prophets
to make known your loving will for all humanity.
The cry of the poor has become your own cry;
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire.
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant
to preach good news to the afflicted,
to break bread with the outcast and despised,
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.






For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection,
we await the day when Jesus shall return
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death.
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen.
Amen.
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate,
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world.
Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen.
Amen.
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age,
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection,
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
[image: A close-up of a candle
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thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION - Certified gluten-free crackers are in the bowl on the communion plate.
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.
Come!
HOLY COMMUNION
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Jesus, Bread of life,
we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal,
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray.
Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING
The blessing of God,
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
☩ be upon you now and forever.
Amen.














[image: ]CLOSING HYMN	Sent Forth By God’s Blessing	ELW 547
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

	Upcoming Worship Assistants

	
	Usher
	Lector
	Communion
	Offering Counters
	Deep Clean

	June 16
	Ben & Sue Lee
	Julie Will
	John Wagner
Nancy Leonard
	Robin Beeman
	David Schneider
	June:
Dave & Shelly Schneider
Bruce & Nancy Tibbett

	June 23
	Bruce & Nancy Tibbett
	Kris Tarter
	Ron Rothfusz
Andrea Hovick
	Heidi Binder
	Kami Weis
	

	June 30
	Julie Will
	Andrea Hovick
	Dave & Sue Schraeder
	Pam Mundt
	May Hill
	

	July 7
	Jason & Tessa Campbell
	Tammy Neumann
	Matt & Margo Berrier
	Dan Mundt
	Jon Hill
	


	Coming up at GSLC

	Sunday, June 16
	9:00 am
	Outdoor Worship Service
· Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
· Mark 4:26-34; The parable of the mustard seed

	Tuesday, June 18
	2:00 pm
	Chapel at Three Oaks

	
	7:00 pm
	AA Meeting

	Friday, June 21
	Dusk
	Outdoor Movie Night—The Greatest Showman

	Sunday, June 23
	9:00 am
	Outdoor Worship Service
· Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
· Mark 4:35-41; Christ calming the sea


	[bookmark: _Hlk165012494][image: A black background with orange letters  Description automatically generated]
SOS has provided their list of needs for this month, which includes: 
Kidney Beans, Baked Beans, Sandwich Bags, Chicken Noodle Soup, Dish Soap, Oatmeal, Jelly, Gravy, Pudding, Broth, All Purpose Cleaner, Shampoo, Conditioner, Pancake Mix, Baking Items, Paper Towels, Dried Soup. Urgently need: Broth, Canned Fruit, Dried Soup, Jello/Pudding, Mac N Cheese, Spaghettios 
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Next Sunday, we will host a joint worship with Faith Lutheran Church to kick off VBS. Come for worship, stay for fellowship time after church!

[image: A group of people sitting outside  Description automatically generated]
Pub Theology is returning for the summer!
2nd Wednesday in June, 2nd & 4th Wednesday in July and August
Blue Heron BrewPub 6:00 pm
Led by Pastor Katie
What is Pub Theology? People have been gathering in pubs and public spaces for ages talking about life, philosophy, faith, and deep questions of meaning. Increasingly, people all over are rediscovering the pub as a safe, open space where they can explore and express their own doubts and questions, learn from others, and engage people of varying religious traditions. In our increasingly fractured society, these spaces are not only welcome but needed.
Bring your questions and curiosity, and pull up a chair.

From New Council President
I was thinking it would be a good idea for the congregation to learn a bit about its council members. I was given an assignment from the bishop during Lay School asking for a spiritual biography. It consisted of several questions about life events. The two I found the most provocative are:  Which spiritual metaphor and Bible story is most meaningful to you? and How have people in your life impacted your understanding of God? I have enclosed a piece of what I wrote and the council members story.

I was on a training mission in the Mojave desert while I was in the army. It was about 8 or 9 pm (2000 or 2100hours). Yes the desert gets really dark at night.  I had to walk from the mess tent to the aid station which I was told is only about a quarter mile away. Just walk to the end of this little valley, turn left and the aid station is two valleys away. Sounded simple, but did I mention how dark the desert is? I walked over what I thought was two valleys and there was no aid station. I turned around and walked back toward the mess tent. I could not even find it. It had been about an hour of walking in complete darkness. I was worried, frightened and nervous. Not sure what to do I simply walked back and forth along a path made by tire tracks. In an instant I saw a flash of light. One of my fellow soldiers had opened the flap of the aid tent. I ran as fast as I could toward the light. At that moment I did not think of the light of the world, I was just happy to find my destination. As I look back at various events in my life I now know what the metaphor of Jesus being the light of the world means. And how that light saves you when you are worried, frightened and nervous.

Jon Hill
GSLC Council President


Church has always been a part of my life.  It has had an integral role in making me who I am. I grew up in the Lutheran tradition - baptized, Sunday schooled, confirmed, and married in the ways of Lutheranism. 
Spirituality is a knowing I have experienced later in life. Perhaps it is because I have slowed down enough to listen and pay attention!  I felt the Holy Spirit working throughout the call process.  There were real God moments that guided us.
Faith is something I have never really questioned.  It’s just “been there”. Through the valleys and challenges of life I have never felt abandoned. I have felt comforted and supported. Some days have not been easy.  I have had anxiety and fear.  But I never felt alone.  Faith was reinforced in me through my Grandma Anna.  Her favorite psalm was Psalm 121:  “I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help.  My help cometh from the Lord…he shall preserve thy soul…The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time forth, and even for evermore.”  
We read this together often and it has remained my “go-to” prayer.

Laurel Peterson
Worship Ministry


I was on my first Canadian fishing trip with a number of my friends.  We got up to beautiful blue skies and went our separate ways to fish.  Later that day my fishing partner and I started our return trip back to the cabin.  As we got closer to our destination the air above the lake began to fill with smoke.  Apparently a forest fire had started on the far side of the lake.  The smoke was so thick that we had to follow the shoreline in order to maintain our bearings.  When we reached our cabin the smoke was so thick we couldn't make out the structure.  Then a sudden gust of wind blew away the smoke and revealed four posts where our cabin once stood.  All that remained was a dock that was on fire and a  50 gallon drum of gasoline.  All eight fishermen lost everything in what seemed like an instant.  All of our food, our money and even our identifications were gone.  (a wedding ring was also lost that day - ask my wife)  All that was left were the clothes on our backs and the fishing poles in our hand.  But looking back I realize this day could have been much worse.  We could have been in the cabin when the fire started, or injured with no medical help for hundreds of miles.  I believe God had a hand in protecting us that day.  I hear Jesus has a fondness for fisherman.  :-)  

Dave Schneider
Property Ministry


The Bible story that has impacted me most is the parable of the Prodigal Son.  In my case it is Prodigal Daughter.  One of my daughters really struggled when it came to making good choices.  One bad choice led to another and at one point she left home and was lost to us for 6 months.  I prayed a lot for God to protect her.  One day she came walking up the driveway with only a small bag.  She had lost everything.  She still had a ways to go to get her life turned around, but eventually she saw a path to making better choices.  I can relate to the father welcoming the son home.  God forgives no matter how lost we become.

Andrea Hovick
Fellowship Ministry


These past couple years have been really tough for me. From various deaths in the family so close together to health problems that arose. I thought that God was telling me that I was going to suffer through things for the rest of my life. While I was reading Psalm 88 through the advice from Pastor Katie, I really gathered that even during those times, the world was not okay. People suffered and questioned 'Why God? Why me? Why put me through these dark times in my life?'. I related to this Psalm because I was questioning those same things in my life. But then, I continued reading and in Psalm 100 it talks about praising God, even through the hard times that happen.  The verse that stuck with me specifically was "For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations". This helps me to think that yes, bad things happen in life, but with God's mercy I know that I can get through all things, no matter how big the bump in the road is. 
I’d like to use this great opportunity to say thank you to Nancy Lenoard and Jennifer Rickinger for stepping in and helping to teach Sunday School in the Winter and Spring.

Marion Wilcox
Learning Ministry
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Listen to the Word That God Has Spoken
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Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil
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Outdoor Movie Nights at
Good Shepherd

. The movie begins at dusk

- Bring a lawn chair or blanket to sit on

August 16
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We are in the process of replacing the

east patio for outdoor worship. If you
" \would like to donate to this effort, please
note “patio project” on your check.
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