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Confirmation/Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 7, 2023, 9:00 am
Introduction to the day…
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING
GATHERING SONG	How Majestic Is Your Name	(sing 2 times)    
	O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth. 
O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth.
O Lord, we praise Your name. O Lord, we magnify Your name; 
Prince of Peace, Mighty God, Oh Lord God Almighty!
	

	Smith, Michael W. EMI Christian Music Publishing © 1981 Meadowgreen Music Company (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) CCLI License No. 669990


THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
by whose hand we are given new birth,
by whose speaking we are given new life.
Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are welcomed, restored, and supported
as citizens of the new creation.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Holy God,
holy and merciful,
holy and mighty,
you are the river of life,
you are the everlasting wellspring.
In mercy and might you have freed us from death
and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead.
In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, 
and in them we are born anew.
Glory to you for oceans and lakes,
for rivers and streams.
Honor to you for waters that wash us clean,
quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures.
Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism,
the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation.
Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you.
Empower our witness to your resurrection.
Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all.
Satisfy the world’s need through this living water.
Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment.
Where despair prevails, grant hope.
Where chaos reigns, bring peace.
We ask this through Christ,
who with you and the Spirit reigns forever.
Amen.
[bookmark: _Hlk127867817]PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
BAPTISM 	Damon Blanchard	
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Description automatically generated](see insert)	Son of Derek & Nicole Blanchard
SCRIPTURE READINGS
FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.
PSALM:  Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
 1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
  deliver me in your righteousness.
 2Incline your ear to me;
  make haste to deliver me.
 3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold;
  for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.
 4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,
  for you are my tower of strength. 
 5Into your hands I commend my spirit,
  for you have redeemed me, O LORD,  God of truth.
 15My times are in your hand;
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
 16Let your face shine upon your servant;
  save me in your steadfast love.”
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
 4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture:
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone,
  a cornerstone chosen and precious;
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,
 “The stone that the builders rejected
  has become the very head of the corner,”
8and
 “A stone that makes them stumble,
  and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
 10Once you were not a people,
  but now you are God’s people;
 once you had not received mercy,
  but now you have received mercy.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL: John 14:1-14
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”
 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
[bookmark: _Hlk97114052]HYMN OF THE DAY	Borning Cry	ELW 732 
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM & CONFIRMATION
Confirmation Class of 2023
Christopher Stuttgen, Luke 1:37, For nothing will be impossible with God.
(The Confirmation youth gather at the Baptismal font)
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for Christopher, one with us in the body of Christ, who is making public affirmation of his baptism.
Let us pray.
Merciful God, we thank you for Christopher,
whom you have made your own by water and the Word in baptism.
You have called him to yourself,
enlightened him with the gifts of your Spirit,
and nourished him in the community of faith.
Uphold your servant in the gifts and promises of baptism,
and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth.
We ask this in the name of Christ.
Amen.
[image: Text

Description automatically generated]PROFESSION OF FAITH
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
Christopher: I renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Christopher: I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Christopher: I renounce them.
AFFIRMATION
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the 
covenant God made with you in holy baptism:
to live among God’s faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
Christopher: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
People of God, do you promise to support Christopher and pray for him in his life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit, you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.
(Confirmation youth, parents and sponsors gather at the altar for the blessing)
Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in Christopher the gift of your Holy Spirit; confirm his faith, guide his life, empower him in his serving, give him patience in suffering, and bring him to everlasting life.
Amen.
Let us rejoice with our brother in Christ.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.
Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.Do you or someone you know need an extra prayer said? There are PRAYER REQUEST CARDS 
on the table in the narthex. Requests can be kept confidential, with Pastor, or can be made public to the congregation via Shepherd Staff email and in prayer at worship.


PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
…Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
HOLY COMMUNION
[bookmark: _Hlk94612769]OFFERING In addition to our normal offering, a Special Benevolence in May (collected in a special envelope) will go to Mary’s Place of Central WI. Their mission is to provide shelter to those in need, offer hope to the hopeless, and seek to help people find restoration.
OFFERING SONG	I am the Bread of Life	ELW 486
OFFERTORY PRAYER
[bookmark: _Hlk99538147]Generous God,
in this meal you offer your very self.
We give thanks for these gifts of the earth.
In the breaking of this bread
reveal to us the Risen One.
In the pouring of this wine
pour us out in service to the world;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give our thanks to the Lord our God.
[bookmark: _Hlk97113689]It is right to give our thanks and praise.
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sung)		
	Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r God of might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

	Words: Hans Peterson,  2008 Dakota Road Music, Used by permission. CCLI License # 669990


THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Page 1

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
 

With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
Amen.



THE LORD’S PRAYER
[image: ]Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION - Certified gluten-free crackers are in the bowl on the communion plate.
Come and know Christ,
broken and poured out for you.
HOLY COMMUNION
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Gracious God,
in you we live and move and have our being.
With your word and this meal of grace,
you have nourished our life together.
Strengthen us to show your love
and serve the world in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING
The God of all,
who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead,
bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit
to live in the new creation.
Amen.
SONG	Go in Peace and Serve the Lord
	Go in peace and serve the Lord. God is calling you today.
Go and tell Gospel news everywhere. Go in peace and serve the Lord.
God is calling you today to bring truth and love to every nation
	

	Handt Hanson



DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.
Thanks be to God.
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GSLC Council has provided a light snack following worship today to celebrate the Baptism of Damon and the Confirmation of Christopher. 
All are welcome!

	Upcoming Worship Assistants

	
	Usher
	Lector
	Communion
	Offering Counters

	May 7
Confirmation
	May & Jon Hill
	Linda Schrieber
	Dave & Sue Schraeder
	Pam Mundt
	May Hill

	May 14
	Susan Schoolman
	Nancy Tibbett
	Dave & Shelly Schneider
	Dan Mundt
	Jon Hill

	May 21
	Dave & Sue Schraeder 
	Leslie Mader
	Andrea Hovick
Sarah Kopitzke
	Nancy Leonard
	Breanna Butler

	May 28
	Dennis & Linda Schuttee
	Christine Tipping
	Tammy Neumann
Nancy Leonard
	Robin Beeman
	David Schneider
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	Coming up at GSLC

	Sunday, May 7
	9:00 am
	Worship Service
· Confirmation: Christopher Stuttgen
· Baptism: Damon Blanchard
Last Sunday School of the year

	Tuesday, May 9
	6:30 pm
	Council Meeting

	
	7:00 pm
	AA meeting in the fellowship hall

	Wednesday, May 10
	6:00 pm
	“Pub Theology” at Blue Heron BrewPub

	Sunday, May 14
	9:00 am
	Worship Service
· Sixth Sunday of Easter
· John 14:15-21; Christ our advocate
Guest Pastor:
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on Tuesday, May 9, at 6:30 pm.
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Blocks Style Comments

Please follow this student-to-adult ratio when registering to volunteer:
-For safety reasons, children under the age of 5 are not allowed in our packing area (sorry, no exceptions)
-Grades K-2: 1 student to 1 adult
-Grades 3-6: 3 students to 1 adult
-Grades 7-12: 4 students to 1 adult
Everyone under the age of 18 must be accompanied by an adult.

Text Boxed Text Divider
Save the Date! ;
FridaY’ Iune 30’ 2023 i Image Image Group Image Card
Good Shepherd will host a ;
fundraiser at the Festival Foods ;
"Brat Barn" :
More details and sign-up to come - e = o

Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Program...Moving Forward
A reminder, ‘the purpose of the RIC Program is to ensure the welcome,

inclusion, celebration, and advocacy for people of all sexual orientations,
gender identities, and gender expressions.”
‘We have taken the first step toward Graceful Engagement by developing
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Save the Date!

2023 VBS will be
July 31-August 3, 9am-2pm
at First Presbyterian.

We will be cohosting with
Faith Lutheran and First Presbyterian.
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40th Anniversary “Blast from the Past”

This early logo says it alll How fortunate we are to have Text Boxed Text
Jesus as our Good Shepherd.
Hilding Carlson, Pastor Steve’s father, named our
congregation well. The Good Shepherd banner that

L2 J hangs in the Fellowship Hall was made for us over 40
7§U Goo years ago by Hilding. (Pastor Steve was our mission -
/ 5] }] developer who planted the seed of God’s mission that Divider Image
wf era, grew into Good Shepherd Church.)
breoms Speaking of shepherding....... as you reconnect with
) L‘; 5' e friends this summer and see people out and about who
43 am[ - have interest in Good Shepherd, please tell them of
/,(, - fiis shee our 40th Anniversary Celebration on Sunday, October
S [ ALJ)D 22,2023. Worship is at 9 am with a Potluck Brunch to Image Group Image Card
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Thank you to Val Homolka, Rob Mader, Tammy Neumann, Sue
Schraeder, Kris Tarter, and Dave Weis for being our nominating
committee.

The ministry positions that are look-

Church |
ing to be filled are Fellowship, Learn- - C()ml
ing, Outreach, Worship, & Youth. If

you would be interested in any of

these positions, please contact
someone on the committee or the church office.
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OF SERVICE
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DURING WORSHIP
ALL WELCOME!

CELEBRATE WITH US!

502 W MCMILLAN, MARSHFIELD, W1 54449

WWW.GOODSHEPHERDMARSHETELD.ORG
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Pub Theology of the month May-August
‘ j}&‘f#l‘ el at Blue Heron BrewPub, Marshfield
. I "/’ ] 6:00 pm

S— Led by Pastor Katie

What is Pub Theology? People have been gathering in pubs and public spaces for ages, talking about life,
philosophy, faith, and deep questions of meaning. Increasingly, people all over are rediscovering the pub as a safe, open
space where they can explore and express their own doubts and questions, learn from others, and engage people of
varying religious traditions. In our increasingly fractured society, these spaces are not only welcome but needed.

Bring your questions and curiosity, and pull up a chair.
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